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	FINAL EVALUATOR’S comments on revised paper (if any)
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	Statistical analyses, including ANOVA and correlation analysis, have not been performed to assess the variations and relationships of heavy-metal concentrations in water and surface sediments. The authors should be encouraged to conduct these analyses to strengthen the scientific rigor, reliability, and validity of the findings.
The authors have not yet cited an appropriate scholarly reference to support the description of the study area.
The authors should compare their findings with relevant studies reported in the literature, clearly indicating the specific metals investigated and their corresponding concentration levels in both water and sediment, as well as the reported geo-accumulation index (Igeo) values. These comparisons should be integrated into the discussion, with emphasis on the environmental implications of the observed metal concentrations and contamination levels, to provide a more comprehensive and scientifically meaningful interpretation of the findings.
The conclusion should clearly state whether the aim and specific objectives of the study have been achieved, based on the findings obtained. However, this aspect is still not clearly addressed in the revised version of the manuscript and should be explicitly stated.
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