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	Statistical analyses, including ANOVA and correlation analysis, have not been performed to assess the variations and relationships of heavy-metal concentrations in water and surface sediments. The authors should be encouraged to conduct these analyses to strengthen the scientific rigor, reliability, and validity of the findings.

The authors have not yet cited an appropriate scholarly reference to support the description of the study area.

The authors should compare their findings with relevant studies reported in the literature, clearly indicating the specific metals investigated and their corresponding concentration levels in both water and sediment, as well as the reported geo-accumulation index (Igeo) values. These comparisons should be integrated into the discussion, with emphasis on the environmental implications of the observed metal concentrations and contamination levels, to provide a more comprehensive and scientifically meaningful interpretation of the findings.

The conclusion should clearly state whether the aim and specific objectives of the study have been achieved, based on the findings obtained. However, this aspect is still not clearly addressed in the revised version of the manuscript and should be explicitly stated.

	1. The manuscript has been revised to include formal statistical analysis. One-way ANOVA and Pearson correlation analysis were applied to the station-level metal data for surface water and sediment (using the five sampling stations as replicate values for each metal). For surface water, metal concentrations differed significantly among the seven metals assessed (F = 47.92, p < 0.001). Fe correlated significantly with Ni (r = 0.967, p = 0.007) and Pb correlated significantly with Ni (r = 0.882, p = 0.048). For sediment, differences among Cr, Pb and Ni were not statistically significant (F = 2.68, p = 0.109), and no sediment metal pairs showed significant correlation. These results have been added as a new subsection “Statistical Analysis of Heavy Metal Variations and Relationships” with a new Table 7, and interpreted in the Discussion. We note that the dataset comprised station-level mean values rather than full replicate-level raw data, which is stated as a limitation; the tests performed represent the most rigorous analysis supportable by the available data.

2. A scholarly reference has been added to support the description of the study area. The Study Area section now cites Wekpe, V. O., & Kponi, V. B. (2024), “Assessment of flood vulnerability characteristic of streams and urbanized river basins in Southern Nigeria” (Reviews in Food and Agriculture, 5(2), 102–107), which specifically discusses urbanisation pressure on river basins within Obio/Akpor Local Government Area, including Mgbuosimini Community. The full reference has been added to the reference list.

3. The Discussion section (“Comparison with Relevant Published Studies”) has been expanded to explicitly compare specific metals and concentration levels between the present study and the cited literature. We now state that Bawa-Allah (2023) identified Cd and Pb as the metals contributing most substantially to pollution across Nigerian surface freshwaters, matching our finding that Cd (mean 0.141 mg/L) and Pb (mean 0.658 mg/L) exceeded their guideline values at every station. We also compare our geoaccumulation index values (Table 9; e.g., Igeo-Pb = 0.972 at VIC ST 2, the highest value obtained) against Jolaosho et al. (2023), who reported adverse ecological risk in sediments from actively dredged Lagos rivers, noting that the non-dredged Mini-Welele River shows comparatively lower, more localised Pb enrichment. These additions integrate specific metal concentrations and Igeo values into the discussion as requested.

4. The Conclusion has been revised to explicitly state that the aim and all six specific objectives of the study were achieved. A new opening paragraph in the Conclusion section addresses each objective in turn (metal determination in water and sediment; guideline comparison; contamination factor/Igeo/PLI evaluation; descriptive and, in this revision, statistical station-to-station interpretation; and comparison with published literature with recommendations), and confirms that the overall aim of assessing the levels, spatial distribution and pollution status of heavy metals in the Mini-Welele River was fulfilled.

5. The new statistical-analysis table was originally inserted and numbered as Table 9, which placed it ahead of the existing Table 7 (contamination factor) and Table 8 (geoaccumulation index/PLI) in reading order. All tables have been renumbered sequentially to match their order of appearance in the text: the new correlation table is now Table 7, the contamination factor table is now Table 8, and the geoaccumulation index/PLI table is now Table 9. All in-text table citations throughout the manuscript, including in this response, have been updated accordingly.
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