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	The revised manuscript has been substantially improved and most of the concerns raised during the previous review have been adequately addressed. The authors have strengthened the methodology section by providing additional details regarding mulch application, soil moisture sampling procedures, experimental design, and statistical analysis. The abstract has been improved by including key methodological and economic findings. Recent references have also been incorporated, and a limitations section has been added to the manuscript.

However, a few minor issues still require attention before final acceptance:

1. There is an apparent inconsistency regarding the hundred-seed weight results. The text states that mulching did not significantly affect hundred-seed weight, whereas Table 5 indicates significant differences among treatments. This should be clarified and corrected.

2. The discussion section has improved but remains somewhat descriptive. Additional explanation regarding why 15 t ha⁻¹ mulch produced the highest grain yield whereas 20 t ha⁻¹ mulch resulted in the highest soil moisture conservation would further strengthen the manuscript.

3. The climatic description should clearly distinguish between long-term climatic data and the rainfall recorded during the experimental year.

4. Minor grammatical and language corrections are still needed throughout the manuscript to improve readability and presentation.

Subject to the above minor corrections, the manuscript is suitable for publication.
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