                                                                                     [image: image1.png]Q 7. K. Press




SDI EDITORIAL COMMENTS FORM 

	EDITORIAL COMMENT’S on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to editor’s comments

	The manuscript addresses a relevant and timely topic at the intersection of fintech, operational efficiency, and financial performance, but requires further improvements to meet the journal’s academic standards. The divergence among the reviewers’ evaluations suggests that certain essential aspects are not sufficiently developed or clarified.

Main directions for revision for the authors:

Clarify the theoretical contribution and positioning within the literature on fintech and banking performance

Strengthen the methodological framework, particularly the justification of the moderator variable (fixed assets) and the model used

Expand the discussion on the economic and managerial implications of the results

Review the coherence between results, interpretations, and conclusions

Improving the quality of academic writing and the structure of the argumentation


	1. Clarify the theoretical contribution and positioning within the literature on fintech and banking performance

Response:

I’m adding this paragraph at the end of the introduction to highlight the contribution of my research.

The current introduction effectively outlines the empirical context and highlights the mixed findings from prior studies. However, it could benefit from a clearer articulation of its theoretical positioning. This study aims to extend the literature on fintech and banking performance by integrating perspectives from digital transformation theory and the resource-based view (RBV). Specifically, fintech adoption and operational efficiency are conceptualized as strategic capabilities, while fixed assets are treated as organizational resources that influence the effectiveness of these capabilities. Unlike previous studies that primarily explore direct effects, this research makes a theoretical contribution by proposing a moderated framework. This framework explains not only whether fintech improves financial performance but also under what conditions these improvements occur. By addressing inconsistencies in earlier findings and incorporating fixed assets as a moderating variable, this study provides a more nuanced explanation of how technological and operational factors jointly shape bank performance in emerging markets, particularly in the context of Indonesian banking.

2. Strengthen the methodological framework, particularly the justification of the moderator variable (fixed assets) and the model used

Response:

I’m adding this paragraph at the methodology to highlight the justification  of moderating variable in my research also added the regression model.

Drawing on the resource-based view (RBV), fixed assets represent strategic organizational resources that enable banks to effectively deploy fintech and achieve higher operational efficiency; thus, their presence is expected to condition the strength of the relationship between fintech, efficiency, and financial performance. Banks with more advanced and well-managed fixed assets—such as IT infrastructure and digital service facilities—are more capable of leveraging technological innovations, thereby amplifying performance outcomes.
3. Expand the discussion on the economic and managerial implications of the results

Response:

We added new part to explain this implication in 3.10 
4. Review the coherence between results, interpretations, and conclusions
Response:

Already did. 
5. Improving the quality of academic writing and the structure of the argumentation
Response:

Already did. 

Thank you for the feedback, we’re hoping we could publish with you. 
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