Editor’s Comment:
Two reviewers recommended acceptance after minor revisions, while one initially required major revision,
The authors have submitted a revised version addressing prior comments, and the manuscript shows clear improvement in structure, clarity, and empirical consistency, although some limitations remain at the level of methodological justification and conceptual positioning,
[bookmark: _GoBack]My final editorial decision is: ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION (after minor editorial revisions).
I recommend that, prior to publication, the authors perform:
Minor language polishing,
Slight clarification of the moderating role of fixed assets in the discussion section, and alignment between empirical findings and theoretical framing.
Overall, the manuscript makes a relevant contribution to the literature on fintech, banking efficiency, and financial performance in emerging markets.
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