Editor’s Comment:
Recommended editorial decision: → Major Revision
The manuscript addresses a relevant and timely topic at the intersection of fintech, operational efficiency, and financial performance, but requires further improvements to meet the journal’s academic standards. The divergence among the reviewers’ evaluations suggests that certain essential aspects are not sufficiently developed or clarified.
Main directions for revision for the authors:
Clarify the theoretical contribution and positioning within the literature on fintech and banking performance
Strengthen the methodological framework, particularly the justification of the moderator variable (fixed assets) and the model used
Expand the discussion on the economic and managerial implications of the results
Review the coherence between results, interpretations, and conclusions
Improving the quality of academic writing and the structure of the argumentation
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