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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes to the growing body of research on the use of plant-derived lipid sources in aquaculture nutrition. By examining the effects of Olea europaea (olive) oil supplementation on the growth performance and haematological parameters of Clarias gariepinus, the study has provided useful insights into the potential of natural dietary additives in improving fish health and production efficiency. Such innovation is valuable for developing a more sustainable and cost-effective feeding strategies in aquaculture, particularly in regions where African catfish is widely cultured. The findings may therefore support further research on functional feed ingredients or additives and encourage the exploration of alternative lipid sources that could enhance fish performance while reducing reliance on conventional feed components.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the manuscript is generally appropriate because it clearly states the main variables investigated; dietary olive oil supplementation, growth performance, and haematological indices in Clarias gariepinus. It also reflects the experimental focus of the study and allows readers to quickly understand the subject matter. However, the title could be slightly improved for clarity and conciseness by specifying the experimental subjects and simplifying the wording.
A possible alternative title could be:
“Effects of Dietary Olive Oil (Olea europaea) Supplementation on Growth Performance and Haematological Parameters of Juvenile Clarias gariepinus.”
This version maintains the key elements of the study while clearly indicating the life stage of the fish and improving the overall flow of the title.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a general overview of the study, including the objective, experimental design, and the major findings related to growth performance and haematological parameters of Clarias gariepinus. It clearly identifies the dietary treatments and the duration of the feeding trial, which helps readers understand the scope of the experiment. However, some aspects of the abstract could be improved to enhance clarity and completeness.
First, the sample size and experimental design could be stated more clearly (e.g., number of fish per treatment and number of replicates) to give readers a better understanding of the experimental structure. Second, while several results are mentioned, the abstract includes too many numerical details, which may reduce readability; summarizing the main trends rather than listing many values would improve conciseness. Additionally, the abstract could briefly mention the statistical approach used (e.g., one-way ANOVA) to indicate how differences among treatments were evaluated.
Overall, the abstract is informative but could be improved by streamlining the presentation of results, clarifying the experimental design, and emphasizing the key conclusion regarding the optimal or moderate level of olive oil supplementation.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript addresses a relevant topic in aquaculture nutrition and generally follows a standard scientific structure, including introduction, materials and methods, results, discussion, and conclusion. The experimental objective; evaluating the effects of dietary Olea europaea oil on the growth performance and haematological indices of Clarias gariepinus, is clearly stated, and the study design with different dietary inclusion levels provides a reasonable approach to investigate this question. The methods for diet formulation, feeding trial, growth assessment, and haematological analysis are mostly consistent with commonly used procedures in fish nutrition studies.
However, some aspects of the manuscript require clarification and improvement to ensure full scientific rigor. There are minor inconsistencies in (a). the description of the experimental fish numbers and (b). some methodological details that could be presented more precisely. In addition, certain parts of the discussion interpret results somewhat broadly without sufficiently linking them to the data obtained in this study. Improving the clarity of the experimental design, strengthening the explanation of results, and refining the language would enhance the overall scientific quality of the manuscript.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited in the manuscript are generally adequate and reasonably recent, as many of them were published between 2021 and 2025, which indicates that the authors attempted to include up-to-date literature. The references also cover relevant topics such as aquaculture nutrition, dietary lipids, plant-based feed additives, and hematological responses in fish. This provides an appropriate background for the study and helps place the research within the broader context of aquaculture feed development.
However, the reference list could be further strengthened by including more recent review articles and studies specifically addressing alternative lipid sources and plant-derived additives in aquaculture diets. The use of vegetable oils and functional feed additives has become an important research area due to sustainability concerns and the limited availability of fish oil and fishmeal in aquafeeds. In addition, recent studies emphasize that natural feed additives and plant-based ingredients are increasingly investigated as sustainable alternatives that can improve fish health, immunity, and growth performance in aquaculture systems. 
To strengthen the literature background, the authors may consider including additional recent references such as:
· Onomu, A. J., & Okuthe, G. E. (2024). The Role of Functional Feed Additives in Enhancing Aquaculture Sustainability. Fishes, 9(5), 167.

· Hazreen-Nita, M. K. et al. (2022). Olive oil by-products in aquafeeds: Opportunities and challenges. Aquaculture Reports.

· Recent reviews on plant-derived feed additives and alternative lipid sources in aquaculture nutrition.

Overall, the references are generally sufficient, but the inclusion of more recent review papers and studies on plant-based lipid sources and functional feed additives would further strengthen the scientific context of the manuscript.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally understandable, but the English language quality requires improvement to meet the standards expected for scholarly communication. Several sentences contain grammatical errors, inconsistent tense usage, and awkward phrasing that may affect clarity and readability. In some sections, particularly in the introduction, methods, and discussion, there are also minor issues with word choice, sentence structure, and punctuation that should be revised.
Additionally, some technical terms and expressions could be presented more clearly and consistently to improve the scientific flow of the manuscript. Careful language editing and proofreading by a proficient English speaker or professional editing service would significantly enhance the clarity, coherence, and overall presentation of the paper.
Overall, while the manuscript communicates its scientific ideas, moderate language revision is recommended to improve readability and ensure it fully meets academic writing standards.

	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses an important topic in aquaculture nutrition by investigating the use of olive oil as a dietary lipid source for Clarias gariepinus. The study is relevant because the search for alternative and sustainable feed ingredients is increasingly important for improving fish growth performance and health while reducing dependence on conventional feed components. The experimental design with multiple dietary inclusion levels provides a useful basis for evaluating the potential effects of olive oil supplementation.
However, several aspects of the manuscript could be improved to strengthen its scientific quality. The authors should carefully review the manuscript for language clarity, consistency in the description of the experimental design, and accurate presentation of results. Some sections of the discussion would benefit from clearer linkage between the results obtained in this study and the cited literature. In addition, improving the formatting of tables and ensuring that statistical interpretations are clearly explained would enhance the readability of the results.
Overall, the study presents potentially useful findings, but minor to moderate revisions related to language, clarity of methodology, and presentation of results are recommended before the manuscript can be considered for publication.

	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

Yes. No major ethical concerns are evident, as the study uses standard aquaculture feeding trials and routine hematological sampling in fish. Procedures like acclimatization, controlled feeding, and cardiac puncture are common in fish research.
However, the manuscript does not state ethical approval or adherence to animal care guidelines. The authors should include a statement confirming compliance with institutional or national animal welfare standards and provide the ethics committee approval number if applicable. This would enhance transparency and meet standard ethical requirements for animal studies.
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