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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution to the scientific community by presenting empirical evidence on the synergistic relationship between digital technology adoption and market access in increasing incomes in the agro-processing sector. This research fills a gap in the literature on rural economic dynamics in Edo State, where data on the determinants of agricultural-based SME performance remains limited. The study's findings broaden academic understanding of how institutional variables such as cooperatives and extension services significantly mitigate structural barriers in the value chain. Furthermore, the use of the Market Access Index (MAI) framework provides a strong methodological reference for similar research in other developing countries.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, it is. The tittle is very appropriate and accurately reflects the content of the research
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, it is. The abstract is complete and informative. However, adding an opening sentence about the importance of the agro-processing sector in Nigeria's economic transformation would provide stronger context for readers. The pseudo-R² value should be included in the abstract, and it's best to focus on the variable with the highest significance level. A brief sentence about how these results contribute to the literature on agricultural value chains or digital inclusion in developing countries could also be added.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it is. This manuscript is scientifically correct
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, they are. Overall, the existing references are very adequate.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, it is.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Please summarize the literature review section to avoid repeating similar arguments and maintain efficient flow. Please also provide an explanation of the basis for determining weights in the construction of the Market Access Index (MAI). Recommendations are still general; they should be made more specific and measurable. Also, double-check the consistency of the numbers and the use of units.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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