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ABSTRACT 
	This action research examined the effectiveness of the Think-Pair-Share strategy in improving the reading comprehension skills of Grade 5 pupils at Catigbian Elementary School. The intervention was conducted over three sessions, each consisting of three distinct phases: reading a story, engaging in paired discussions to share and interpret information, and presenting shared ideas in front of the class. Through this process, students actively participated, articulated their thoughts, and built confidence in understanding and analyzing texts. 
The researchers employed an experimental method to assess the impact of Think-Pair-Share on literacy development. Pretest and posttest assessments were administered using the Phil-IRI graded assessment tool, with a t-test applied to determine the mean difference between the two sets of results. The pretest revealed a mean score of 12.50 with a standard deviation of 4.56, while the posttest showed a significant improvement, with a mean score of 16.56 and a standard deviation of 4.59. 
Findings indicated that Think-Pair-Share effectively enhanced students' reading comprehension by fostering collaborative discussions, critical thinking, and active engagement. The results suggested that when learners articulated their thoughts and exchanged ideas with their peers, they improved their comprehension skills, gained confidence in expressing themselves, and developed better retention of information. Additionally, the structured nature of the strategy enabled pupils to build meaningful connections with texts, enhance their analytical skills, and cultivate a deeper understanding of reading materials. 
Furthermore, the study underscored the importance of interactive learning environments in fostering literacy development. Pupils who actively participated in the intervention demonstrated increased enthusiasm for reading, improved communication skills, and greater engagement in classroom discussions. The collaborative approach not only reinforced comprehension strategies but also encouraged a more inclusive and participative learning atmosphere. 
These findings highlight the potential of Think-Pair-Share as a valuable instructional strategy that educators can integrate into reading lessons to enhance literacy outcomes. By promoting meaningful peer interactions and structured discussions, this strategy serves as an effective tool for improving comprehension, boosting student engagement, and creating a dynamic classroom setting. Future studies may explore its long-term effects and adaptability across different educational contexts to further validate its effectiveness in literacy development.



Keywords: Reading comprehension, think-pair-share, interactive, collaborative, literacy


1. INTRODUCTION 

Reading comprehension plays a vital role in academic success, as it enables students to analyze texts, extract meaning, and apply knowledge across various subjects. However, many learners struggle with reading comprehension, which affects their ability to keep up with lessons and, consequently, leads to lower academic performance. Specifically, in Barangay Catigbian, Laoang, Northern Samar, Grade 5 pupils at Catigbian Elementary School experience difficulties in reading comprehension, which can be attributed to limited vocabulary, lack of exposure to diverse reading materials, and minimal opportunities for structured discussions. As a result, addressing this issue has become a priority, prompting the researchers to explore Think-Pair-Share (T-P-S) as an intervention to enhance students’ reading skills through peer collaboration, interactive learning, and shared discussions. 

To assess the effectiveness of the Think-Pair-Share strategy, this study employed an experimental action research design, conducted during School Year 2024–2025 at Catigbian Elementary School. Specifically, the study focused on 30 Grade 5 pupils, consisting of 13 males and 17 females, who were officially enrolled and selected as study participants. Through this intervention, students were allowed to articulate their thoughts, exchange ideas 
with their peers, and refine their comprehension skills through structured activities, thereby fostering deeper understanding and engagement. Developed by Frank Lyman (1981) at the University of Maryland, Think-Pair-Share has gained recognition among educators who advocate interactive learning strategies. More specifically, this method follows three key phases: Think, where students reflect individually on a topic; Pair, where they discuss their 6 
insights with a partner; and Share, where they present their findings to the class. By following these steps, students not only develop their reading comprehension but also enhance their critical thinking and communication skills. According to Shih & Reynolds (2015), this approach fosters comprehension by encouraging students to articulate and refine ideas while engaging in meaningful discussions. Furthermore, studies have shown that peer interactions provide learners with opportunities to process information 
collaboratively, improve retention, and develop analytical thinking skills (Ayu, 
Diem, & Vianty, 2017). 

In addition, storytelling exercises were integrated into the intervention, requiring students to understand texts, identify essential details, and prepare scripts for presentation. As Wahyudin (2017) noted, such activities contribute to improved comprehension and fluency, while Devi, Musthafa, & Gustine (2015) emphasized that post-storytelling discussions allow students to assess strengths and weaknesses in their comprehension skills. Similarly, teachers play a crucial role in guiding discussions by asking thought-provoking questions and using structured prompts to elicit well-formed responses from students (Rido & Sari, 2018). Since passive learning methods have become less effective in addressing students' literacy needs, 21st-century education requires more student-centered approaches to cultivate deeper learning experiences. In particular, reading comprehension is a multidimensional and complex process that demands interventions focusing on decoding skills, fluency, vocabulary development, and critical thinking. Therefore, moving beyond traditional teaching techniques and embracing interactive strategies 7 such as Think-Pair-Share can significantly enhance comprehension and student engagement. 

The Philippines’ low performance in international literacy assessments further underscores the urgency of improving reading comprehension instruction. For instance, in the 2022 Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), the country ranked 76th out of 81 nations, placing it among the bottom 10 in reading comprehension. Even though efforts have been made to strengthen literacy education, Filipino students continue to struggle with reading, analytical reasoning, and problem-solving (OECD, 2023). This reinforces the necessity for innovative, interactive strategies that promote literacy development and foster meaningful engagement with texts.

 An informal interview with a Grade 5 teacher at Catigbian Elementary School revealed substantial challenges faced by students in reading comprehension. Based on Phil-IRI assessments, 19 students were at the "Frustration" level, struggling significantly with texts, while 9 students were at the "Instructional" level, showing moderate comprehension abilities. On the other hand, only 2 students were identified as "Independent readers", demonstrating proficiency in understanding texts. Several factors contributed to these difficulties, including limited vocabulary, poor retention, difficulty concentrating, and lack of foundational reading skills. Additionally, the pupils communicated primarily in their Mother Tongue, Tagalog, and English, but the lack of books and learning materials further hindered their literacy development. This issue was reflected in the school’s Mean Percentage Score (MPS) in 
English, which was 62.27% in the 1st Quarter and 69.81% in the 2nd Quarter, highlighting persistent reading comprehension struggles among learners. 8 Given these findings, this study emphasizes the potential of Think-Pair-Share as a valuable instructional approach for improving literacy outcomes. Through structured peer collaboration, guided discussions, and active engagement, Think-Pair-Share encourages students to develop comprehension skills while fostering confidence, analytical thinking, and cooperative learning. By integrating this method into regular classroom instruction, educators can promote a more inclusive, interactive, and student-centered learning environment, benefiting students of varying reading levels.


 Ultimately, the results of this research may provide valuable insights for educators, curriculum developers, and policymakers, guiding future literacy programs aimed at improving reading comprehension in elementary education. Additionally, continued efforts should be made to explore long-term impacts, adaptations, and applications of Think-Pair-Share in diverse learning environments, as doing so can further validate its effectiveness in literacy instruction. Through the integration of innovative strategies and purposeful interventions, schools can enhance students' reading comprehension and equip them with essential literacy skills necessary for academic and lifelong success. 

Based on the findings of this study, the Think-Pair-Share (T-P-S) strategy has proven to be an effective intervention in enhancing pupils' reading comprehension skills. The comparative analysis of pre-test and post-test results demonstrated significant improvement in comprehension levels, indicating the positive impact of peer-based learning and structured 
discussions. By providing pupils with opportunities to think independently, collaborate with their peers, and articulate their insights, T-P-S fosters deeper 9 engagement and critical thinking, ultimately contributing to literacy development. With these, integrating Think-Pair-Share into regular instructional practices can help educators create a more interactive and student-centered learning environment, supporting learners with diverse literacy needs.


Objectives

This study aims to determine the level of reading comprehension of grade 5 pupils in Catigbian Elementary School during the school year 2024-2025.

Specifically, it aimed to: 

 1. Determine the pre-test results of the participants in reading comprehension
 2. Determine the post-test results of the participants in reading comprehension
 3. To find out if there is a significant difference between the pre-test and post-test results of the participants in reading comprehension.


2. methodology 

1. Research Design 
This study employed an experimental action research design to assess the effectiveness of the Think-Pair-Share (T-P-S) strategy in improving reading comprehension among elementary students. 

2. Respondents 
The respondents of the study were composed of thirty (30) grade 5 pupils  who were officially enrolled at Catigbian Elementary School during the School Year 2024-2025.


3. Sampling Technique
The study used pre-test, post-test, and think-pair-share strategy, meaning all available and willing participants from the defined group were included.

4. Research Instruments 
 The researcher-made instrument was validated to ensure clarity, relevance, and reliability. Experts reviewed the items to confirm that they accurately reflected the concepts being studied and suggested necessary improvements.

5. Data Analysis 
The statistical tools used in the study included frequency counts, percentages, and weighted mean. These methods were employed to analyze and interpret the gathered data effectively.


3. results and discussion
The findings of this study highlight the initial reading comprehension challenges faced by Grade 5 pupils at Catigbian Elementary School. The pre-test results, shown in Table 1, reveal a mean score of 12.50 with a standard deviation of 4.56, indicating a wide range of student performance levels. Specifically, only 6.2% of respondents achieved the highest score of 21, while a considerable proportion scored below the instructional level, suggesting significant difficulties in comprehension.
The distribution of scores shows variability in students' prior knowledge, with the most frequently occurring score being 13, attained by 18.8% of respondents. The presence of scores as low as 4 indicates that certain students struggle with basic comprehension skills, likely requiring additional reading interventions to improve their literacy development. This disparity in performance suggests that while some students demonstrate fundamental reading abilities, many require targeted support programs, remediation, and differentiated instruction to enhance their understanding of texts.
Given these results, it is evident that many pupils fall within the "Frustration" level of reading comprehension, where they struggle to decode and process information effectively. This finding underscores the urgent need for instructional approaches that enhance cognitive engagement while fostering collaborative learning experiences to bridge literacy gaps. According to Utami & Rusdarti (2021), Think-Pair-Share provides students with a structured approach to problem-solving and comprehension, allowing them to work collaboratively, share ideas, and reinforce their understanding through peer discussions. Likewise, Lestari (2022) emphasizes that cooperative learning strategies empower students to think critically and articulate responses, making literacy development more dynamic and engaging.
The study's findings emphasize the importance of differentiated teaching strategies in addressing students' reading comprehension gaps. Low-performing pupils may benefit from remedial instruction, personalized tutoring, and scaffolded learning activities to strengthen foundational literacy skills. Meanwhile, higher-performing students require enrichment opportunities, advanced reading assignments, and analytical discussions to further develop their comprehension abilities.
Additionally, implementing Think-Pair-Share as a core instructional strategy can create a supportive learning environment, allowing students to engage with texts more interactively and collaboratively. By encouraging peer discussions, guided reading activities, and structured reflections, educators can facilitate active learning experiences that promote text analysis, synthesis, and comprehension retention.
Furthermore, given the significant role of vocabulary acquisition in comprehension, future instructional practices should integrate explicit vocabulary instruction, exposure to varied texts, and interactive storytelling techniques to build students' reading fluency. The adoption of multi-sensory learning methods, such as visual aids, graphic organizers, and digital literacy tools, can further enhance comprehension, ensuring that students engage meaningfully with reading materials.
The pre-test results confirm that many students struggle with reading comprehension, making it imperative for educators to implement effective literacy interventions that address their specific learning needs. The Think-Pair-Share strategy, when applied systematically, has the potential to enhance comprehension, boost confidence, and improve text retention. Moving forward, schools should prioritize evidence-based literacy programs, focusing on collaborative learning models, differentiated instruction, and targeted comprehension exercises to strengthen reading proficiency among elementary learners.
Table 1: Pre-test Result
	Scores
	Comprehension Percentage
	Frequency
	Percentage

	4
	16%
	1
	6.2%

	6
	24%
	1
	6.2%

	7
	28%
	1
	6.2%

	9
	36%
	1
	6.2%

	11
	44%
	2
	12.5%

	12
	48%
	1
	6.2%

	13
	52%
	3
	18.8%

	14
	56%
	2
	12.5%

	16
	64%
	1
	6.2%

	18
	72%
	2
	12.5%

	20
	84%
	1
	6.2%

	Total:                                                                                             16                    100%

	Mean: 12.50
Std. Dev.: 4.56




The findings of this study demonstrate a significant improvement in the reading comprehension skills of Grade 5 pupils at Catigbian Elementary School following the intervention using Think-Pair-Share. As shown in Table 2, the post-test results reveal a higher mean score of 16.56 compared to the pre-test mean of 12.50, indicating substantial growth in comprehension abilities among the respondents. Moreover, the increase in performance scores suggests that Think-Pair-Share effectively enhanced students' ability to analyze, process, and articulate information, leading to better reading comprehension outcomes. Additionally, the most frequently occurring scores—14, 19, and 23—each at 18.8%, signify that students experienced positive shifts in their literacy development. This upward trend highlights the strategy's effectiveness in promoting active learning, collaborative engagement, and deeper text analysis.

Furthermore, the moderate standard deviation of 4.59 indicates that variability in student scores remains within a reasonable range. While some pupils achieved higher comprehension mastery, others still require additional instructional support. Nevertheless, the overall trend in scores affirms the benefits of structured peer-based learning, emphasizing how interactive strategies can positively impact literacy development. Consequently, the ThinkPair-Share intervention fostered a more engaging, student-centered approach that enabled learners to discuss, refine, and synthesize their ideas. By actively participating in paired discussions, pupils developed stronger cognitive connections with reading materials, leading to improved retention and understanding. Research supports that cooperative learning enhances comprehension skills by allowing students to verbalize their thoughts, exchange perspectives, and apply critical thinking strategies (Utami & Rusdarti, 2021;Lestari, 2022).

As a result, the findings reinforce the importance of interactive and collaborative teaching strategies in elementary education. The observed progress in student performance suggests that structured peer discussions provide meaningful opportunities for learners to process information more effectively and engage deeply with texts. Therefore, educators should continue implementing Think-Pair-Share regularly, as it fosters confidence, analytical reasoning, and comprehension enhancement. Additionally, to sustain this positive literacy growth, teachers should adopt Think-Pair-Share as an ongoing instructional strategy while integrating additional interventions for lower-performing students. Specifically, guided reading sessions can offer targeted support for struggling readers through teacher-facilitated discussions and structured comprehension exercises. At the same time, small-group instruction can provide individualized attention to students who need further development in specific comprehension areas. 

Moreover, expanding reading materials is essential to expose pupils to diverse genres, vocabulary, and contexts, thereby enriching their comprehension abilities. Likewise, interactive storytelling activities can encourage students to create, narrate, and critique stories, reinforcing their ability to synthesize and articulate ideas. Ultimately, the post-test results confirm that the Think-Pair-Share intervention significantly enhanced reading comprehension among Grade 5 pupils. By fostering interactive, student-centered learning, this strategy effectively bridges literacy gaps and cultivates analytical thinking skills. Moving forward, continued application of peer-based strategies, differentiated instruction, and structured literacy activities will further strengthen students’ reading comprehension abilities and overall academic success. Through collaborative engagement and strategic implementation, educators can ensure that students transition from frustration to independent reading levels while developing critical thinking and analytical skills necessary 
for lifelong learning.


Table 2: Post-test Result
	Scores
	Comprehension Percentage
	Frequency
	Percentage

	10
	40%
	2
	12.5%

	12
	48%
	1
	6.2%

	13
	52%
	2
	12.5%

	14
	56%
	3
	18.8%

	18
	72%
	1
	6.2%

	19
	76%
	3
	18.8%

	21
	84%
	1
	6.2%

	23
	92%
	3
	18.8%

	Total:                                                                                16                         100%

	Mean: 16.56
Std. Dev.: 4.59



The findings of this study demonstrate a significant improvement in the reading comprehension skills of Grade 5 pupils at Catigbian Elementary School following the intervention using Think-Pair-Share. As shown in Table 2, the post-test results reveal a higher mean score of 16.56 compared to the pre-test mean of 12.50, indicating substantial growth in comprehension abilities among 19 the respondents. Moreover, the increase in performance scores suggests that Think-Pair-Share effectively enhanced students' ability to analyze, process, and articulate information, leading to better reading comprehension outcomes. Additionally, the most frequently occurring scores—14, 19, and 23—each at 18.8%, signify that students experienced positive shifts in their literacy development. This upward trend highlights the strategy's effectiveness in promoting active learning, collaborative engagement, and deeper text analysis. 
Furthermore, the moderate standard deviation of 4.59 indicates that variability in student scores remains within a reasonable range. While some pupils achieved higher comprehension mastery, others still require additional instructional support. Nevertheless, the overall trend in scores affirms the benefits of structured peer-based learning, emphasizing how interactive strategies can positively impact literacy development. Consequently, the Think-Pair-Share intervention fostered a more engaging, student-centered approach that enabled learners to discuss, refine, and synthesize their ideas. By actively participating in paired discussions, pupils developed stronger cognitive connections with reading materials, leading to improved retention and understanding. Research supports that cooperative learning enhances comprehension skills by allowing students to verbalize their thoughts, exchange perspectives, and apply critical thinking strategies (Utami & Rusdarti, 2021; Lestari, 2022). 
As a result, the findings reinforce the importance of interactive and collaborative teaching strategies in elementary education. The observed progress in student performance suggests that structured peer discussions provide meaningful opportunities for learners to process information more 20 effectively and engage deeply with texts. Therefore, educators should continue implementing Think-Pair-Share regularly, as it fosters confidence, analytical reasoning, and comprehension enhancement. Additionally, to sustain this positive literacy growth, teachers should adopt Think-Pair-Share as an ongoing instructional strategy while integrating additional interventions for lower-performing students. Specifically, guided reading sessions can offer targeted support for struggling readers through teacher-facilitated discussions and structured comprehension exercises. At the same time, small-group instruction can provide individualized attention to students who need further development in specific comprehension areas. 
Moreover, expanding reading materials is essential to expose pupils to diverse genres, vocabulary, and contexts, thereby enriching their comprehension abilities. Likewise, interactive storytelling activities can encourage students to create, narrate, and critique stories, reinforcing their ability to synthesize and articulate ideas. Ultimately, the post-test results confirm that the Think-Pair-Share intervention significantly enhanced reading comprehension among Grade 5 pupils. By fostering interactive, student-centered learning, this strategy effectively bridges literacy gaps and cultivates analytical thinking skills. Moving forward, continued application of peer-based strategies, differentiated instruction, and structured literacy activities will further strengthen students’ reading comprehension abilities and overall academic success. Through collaborative engagement and strategic implementation, educators can ensure that students transition from frustration to independent reading levels while developing critical thinking and analytical skills necessary for lifelong learning.

Table 3. Significant Difference between the Posttest and Pretest Results
	[bookmark: _Hlk211971698]Variables
	t - value
	p - value
	Level of Significance
	Decision
	Interpretation

	Posttest and Pretest
Results
	-3.43
	0.007
	0.05
	Reject Null 
Hypothesis
	Significant



Table 3, the results of the statistical analysis indicate a significant difference between the pre-test and post-test scores, confirming the effectiveness of the Think-Pair-Share (TPS) intervention in improving the reading comprehension skills of Grade 5 pupils at Catigbian Elementary School. Specifically, the t-value of -3.43 and a p-value of 0.007, which is below 
the 0.05 significance level, lead to the rejection of the null hypothesis. This means that the observed changes in student performance are not due to chance, but rather a direct result of the intervention. Moreover, with the mean score increasing from 12.50 to 16.56, it is evident that students experienced substantial improvement in their ability to understand and interpret texts. 

The increase in comprehension scores aligns with existing studies supporting the effectiveness of Think-Pair-Share in literacy development. According to Reading Rockets, TPS fosters active engagement and peer collaboration, helping students focus attention, improve participation, and develop oral communication skills, all of which enhance comprehension abilities. Additionally, a study by Bastian (2021)found a statistically significant 22 improvement in reading comprehension among students who participated in TPS, with a 24.5-point increase between pre-test and post-test scores. This study further supports that structured peer interactions and verbalization of thoughts strengthen comprehension retention. Similarly, Reading Quest emphasizes the structured discussion aspect of TPS, noting that it reduces off-task behavior, increases student accountability, and promotes deeper understanding of texts. 

Moreover, the findings underscore the positive impact of collaborative learning strategies on literacy development. The Think-Pair-Share approach, which emphasizes peer engagement, structured discussions, and shared learning experiences, has proven effective in fostering comprehension growth among students. Because learners are encouraged to articulate their thoughts, refine ideas with their peers, and engage in meaningful dialogue, they develop stronger cognitive connections with texts. Additionally, the strategy promotes critical thinking and confidence-building, as students learn to process information independently before exchanging perspectives with their partners. 

Consequently, these findings hold important educational implications, particularly for instructional planning and curriculum development. First, the integration of peer-based learning strategies should be reinforced within the elementary curriculum to enhance students' comprehension skills. Since Think-Pair-Share has demonstrated success in improving reading outcomes, it would be beneficial to implement it consistently in classroom settings to sustain student engagement and mastery of reading comprehension. Furthermore, low-performing pupils may require additional intervention through guided 23reading sessions, small-group instruction, and differentiated learning strategies to help them further develop their literacy proficiency. 

Similarly, educators should explore other cooperative learning models that align with Think-Pair-Share to further support comprehension skills. This could include interactive storytelling, inquiry-based discussions, and structured reading workshops designed to motivate students and deepen their engagement with texts. Additionally, expanding access to diverse reading materials is crucial in fostering comprehension growth, as exposure to various genres, themes, and writing styles can enhance vocabulary acquisition and analytical reasoning. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211972311]Ultimately, the study affirms that peer-based learning approaches contribute to long-term literacy development and should be integrated into instructional methods to help students become more proficient readers. By continuing to use Think-Pair-Share and similar collaborative strategies, educators can empower students with effective comprehension techniques, allowing them to overcome reading challenges and succeed academically. Moving forward, further research can explore the long-term effects of Think-Pair-Share, particularly its applicability across different grade levels and learning contexts, to ensure that literacy development remains a key focus in elementary education.

4. Conclusion

The study provides compelling evidence of the effectiveness of Think-Pair-Share (TPS) in enhancing reading comprehension. A statistically significant increase in mean scores from 12.50 (pre-test) to 16.56 (post-test), coupled with a p-value of 0.007, confirms that structured peer interaction leads to meaningful literacy improvement. TPS fosters engagement, collaborative learning, and active participation, ensuring students internalize and retain comprehension skills more effectively. The findings support the idea that discussion-based learning enhances cognitive processing, making learning more dynamic and impactful.

The results underscore the positive impact of TPS on comprehension development, demonstrating that structured peer discussions lead to better understanding and retention of text materials. The significant difference between pre-test and post-test scores suggests that TPS is an effective instructional method in improving literacy skills. By verbalizing their thoughts and exchanging ideas, students solidify their comprehension in ways traditional silent reading cannot achieve. The rejection of the null hypothesis further 25 validates the claim that collaborative learning fosters deeper engagement and active knowledge construction. 

Think-Pair-Share presents a powerful opportunity for elementary educators to enhance literacy instruction. By shifting from passive learning to interactive dialogue, TPS improves comprehension retention, increases student accountability, and builds essential communication and critical thinking skills. Additionally, TPS helps diverse learners by providing structured yet flexible discussions that accommodate different comprehension levels, fostering inclusivity in the classroom. Schools can adopt TPS to reduce off-task behaviors, strengthen literacy programs, and cultivate student confidence in analyzing texts. Its application extends beyond reading comprehension, as the strategy can be adapted to other subject areas requiring deep engagement and collaborative problem-solving
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