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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript holds significant importance for food security as chickpea serves as a vital protein source, often referred to as "poor man's meat," in semi-arid regions. The study identifies superior genotypes such as NBeG 2049 and NBeG 2110 that outperform current checks in yield and earliness. By utilizing robust multivariate tools like PCA and Ward’s clustering, the authors provide a clear
roadmap for breeders to exploit genetic variability and develop climate-resilient varieties.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is suitable as it accurately reflects the use of multivariate statistical techniques to probe genetic diversity within a specific collection of desi chickpea genotypes.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section?
Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is comprehensive, summarizing the objectives, the methodology (PCA and Hierarchical clustering), key statistical results such as the 58.30% cumulative variance, and identifying the most promising entries for breeding programs.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, employing a Randomized Block Design (RBD) with three replications over two seasons (2023- 25) to ensure data reliability. The estimation of genetic parameters,
including broad-sense heritability and genetic advance, follows standard quantitative genetic procedures
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are excellent and highly contemporary, featuring numerous citations from 2023, 2024, and even 2025. This demonstrates a thorough and up-to-date mastery of the current literature in the field.
	




	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, the technical terminology is used correctly, and the text is organized logically. The clarity of the language allows for a good understanding of complex multivariate analyses.
	

	Optional/General comments
	
	



	PART 2:

	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	
Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	No ethical issues were identified as the study involves standard agricultural research on plant germplasm conducted at a formal research station.
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