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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific and plant‐breeding community as it provides a comprehensive assessment of genetic variability and diversity among desi chickpea genotypes using robust multivariate techniques. The combined use of ANOVA, PCA, and hierarchical cluster analysis enhances the understanding of trait interrelationships and genetic divergence, which is crucial for effective parent selection in breeding programs. Identification of key principal components and diverse clusters offers valuable insights into yield‐contributing traits and their genetic control. Moreover, the recognition of promising genotypes with superior performance provides practical breeding material that can be directly utilized for genetic improvement and sustainable enhancement of chickpea productivity.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	“Assessment of Genetic Variability and Diversity in Desi Chickpea (Cicer arietinum L.) Genotypes Using Multivariate Analysis”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It is suggested to briefly mention the experimental design, location, and season of the study to provide better context and reproducibility. The abstract could also benefit from a concise statement on the number and type of traits evaluated, rather than referring to them broadly. Additionally, a short concluding sentence emphasizing the practical implications for chickpea breeding and crop improvement would improve its relevance.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	All results should be correct but experimental error for yield traits is more so, please reduced the error on it and then re-analyse. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes 
	

	Optional/General comments


	If possible then add mean value as well as SEm, CD, CV value also for better understanding of individual parameters.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No
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