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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant as it examines the relationship between peer influence, pupils’ interest in schooling, and academic achievement, which are key determinants of students’ educational outcomes. The study contributes empirical evidence from the Nigerian context, thereby enriching existing literature, particularly from developing countries. The findings provide useful insights for educators, parents, and policymakers in promoting positive peer interactions and sustaining pupils’ interest in schooling. The study also serves as a reference point for future research in educational psychology and school improvement.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable. It clearly reflects the major variables examined in the study and appropriately represents the content and scope of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and clearly presents the purpose, methodology, sample, instruments, and key findings of the study. However, it may be strengthened by briefly highlighting the educational implications of the findings. Minor grammatical refinements and clarification of the study population would further improve clarity.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The research design, instruments, and statistical analysis employed are appropriate and adequately address the research questions. The conclusions are logically drawn and supported by the results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited are relevant and sufficient to support the study. They adequately cover the key concepts related to peer influence, interest in schooling, and academic achievement. Inclusion of a few more recent studies could further strengthen the manuscript, though the current references are acceptable.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the manuscript are suitable for scholarly communication. The ideas are clearly expressed and well-organized, with only minor grammatical and stylistic corrections required.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-structured and addresses an important educational issue. With minor revisions related to language polishing, policymakers, future research, and consistency, the paper is suitable for publication and will be valuable to researchers and practitioners in education.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

The manuscript does not clearly indicate whether ethical approval was obtained or whether prior consent was sought from participants. Details regarding how participant confidentiality and data protection were maintained are not specified. It is unclear if the study fully followed standard ethical guidelines in its design, data collection, or reporting.
	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	The authors declare that there are no competing interests related to this manuscript. The research was conducted independently without any financial or personal conflicts of interest.
	

	If plagiarism is suspected, 
please provide related proofs or web links.
	The authors confirm that the manuscript is original and has not been copied from any other sources. All references and sources are properly cited. No evidence of plagiarism is present.
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