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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution by proposing an integrated geospatial and participatory governance framework for phase-wise ecotourism development in Jhargram District, West Bengal. By combining GIS-based AHP modelling, weighted overlay analysis, and primary field surveys, the study advances methodological rigor in ecotourism site suitability assessment. The introduction of a micro-zoning model (Core, Ecotourism, and Buffer Zones) linked with Village Ecotourism Committees (VECs) offers a novel governance-oriented approach that bridges spatial planning and community empowerment. The framework provides both theoretical advancement in sustainable destination planning and a scalable, policy-relevant blueprint for tribal-forest regions in India and other developing contexts.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is generally suitable. It clearly reflects the focus on geospatial analysis, ecotourism planning, and the study area (Jhargram District).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and clearly outlines the study’s objective, methodology (GIS-based AHP and weighted overlay), and key findings regarding site suitability and phased ecotourism development. It effectively communicates the applied nature of the research and its regional focus.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is generally scientifically sound and methodologically coherent. The integration of GIS-based AHP modelling, weighted overlay analysis, and field validation is appropriate for ecotourism suitability assessment. The analytical steps are logically structured, and the findings are consistent with the adopted framework.
However, greater clarity regarding parameter selection, weighting justification, and validation procedures would further strengthen scientific rigor. Providing more detail on data reliability, sensitivity analysis, or model limitations would enhance transparency and robustness. Overall, the study is scientifically correct but would benefit from minor methodological clarifications.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally relevant and adequate for supporting the conceptual and methodological framework of the study, particularly in relation to GIS-based AHP modelling and ecotourism planning. The manuscript cites foundational works as well as several recent studies, which helps situate the research within ongoing academic discourse.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is clearly structured, and the arguments are presented in a coherent and logical manner. Technical terminology related to GIS and ecotourism planning is used appropriately.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the manuscript presents a timely and methodologically robust contribution to the field of sustainable tourism planning. The integration of GIS-based AHP modelling with participatory governance mechanisms, particularly the micro-zoning framework linked to Village Ecotourism Committees (VECs), is a notable strength that enhances both academic and policy relevance. The study successfully bridges spatial decision-support systems with community-based institutional structures, offering a replicable model for ecotourism development in forested and tribal regions.
To further strengthen the manuscript, the authors should provide clearer justification for parameter selection and weighting procedures within the AHP framework, and elaborate on validation techniques and potential model limitations. A brief discussion on transferability to other geographic contexts would also improve the paper’s international relevance. With these minor clarifications, the manuscript is well positioned to make a meaningful contribution to the literature on ecotourism and sustainable regional development.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No major ethical issues are evident in the manuscript. The study relies on spatial data analysis and field surveys within a planning framework, and there is no indication of plagiarism, data fabrication, or duplicate publication.
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