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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses the epidemiology of neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) among school-aged children in a rural Nigerian setting, a population that remains highly vulnerable and underrepresented in surveillance data. The study provides updated prevalence data, identifies associated risk factors, and integrates environmental (soil) assessment, which strengthens its public health relevance. The findings contribute useful baseline data for policymakers and public health authorities involved in NTD control and school health programs. Overall, the study supports ongoing efforts toward NTD prevention and control in endemic regions.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and accurately reflects the scope, population, and geographic location of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well-structured. It clearly states the background, objective, methodology, key findings, and conclusion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the study is scientifically sound. The research design, sample size, diagnostic techniques, and statistical analyses are appropriate for the stated objectives. Ethical approval was obtained, and standard parasitological methods were used. However, minor methodological clarifications and data consistency checks are recommended.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and relevant, covering both classical and recent literature. Several recent studies (2019–2023) are included, which strengthens the manuscript. However, inclusion of WHO NTD roadmap (2021–2030) and recent global NTD burden reports would further enhance the literature base.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is understandable but requires minor to moderate language editing. There are grammatical errors, typographical issues, repetition, and occasional awkward sentence constructions. Professional language editing is recommended before final acceptance.


	

	Optional/General comments


	· Tables and figures are informative but require formatting consistency.

· Some percentage calculations (e.g., soil sample prevalence exceeding 100%) need clarification.

· Species names should be italicized throughout the manuscript.

· The Discussion section is detailed but could be slightly condensed to reduce repetition.


	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No major ethical issues were identified. Ethical approval was obtained from the Nasarawa State Ministry of Health, and informed consent procedures were appropriately followed.
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