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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper provides empirical evidence that structured cost control practices significantly improve profitability in United States small business units. Using ordinal regression, the direction and magnitude of this relationship is shown within a Resource Based View framework. By focusing directly on profitability instead of survival or efficiency alone, the study clarifies how internal financial discipline influences performance. The paper lays a foundation for further research on financial governance in small firms.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and covers the main variables examined in the study. Minor revision is needed to improve clarity. For example, “The Impact of Cost Control on Profitability in U.S. Small Businesses”.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and clearly outlines the purpose, method, sample, analysis, and main findings. However, it could be improved with a brief statement of the research gap to strengthen its justification. Additonally, the recommendations section could be more concise to emphasise empirical and theoretical contributions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The paper is scientifically sound in structure, design and statistical application. Furthermore, the use of ordinal regression is appropriate for the ordered dependent variable and the conclusions are consistent with the reported results. The reliance on snowball sampling and self-reported profitability limits generalisability and may introduce bias. More detail on instrument reliability and validity could strengthen methodological rigour.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Based on the reference list, approximately 23% of the sources are from 2025–2026, about 46% from 2023–2024, around 15% from 2022, and about 15% from 2021 and earlier. This indicates reasonable recent coverage. However, increasing the proportion of 2025–2026 sources would further strengthen currency and scholarly positioning. The reference list should also consistently include DOIs where available.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally suitable for scholarly communications. Having said that, the paper could benefit from a final professional proofreading and editing check.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-structured and relevant study that addresses an important issue for small business performance. With minor refinements to language and methodological clarity, the paper would be suitable for publication.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No evidence of ethical concerns in the paper. 
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