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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical issue for non-financial firms in East Africa how debtor management influences their financial sustainability. With an increasing number of firms facing liquidity challenges and financial distress, understanding the relationship between working capital management and long-term stability is crucial. This paper makes an important contribution by offering empirical evidence from East African firms, which is underrepresented in existing literature. Its findings have significant implications for both academic research and practical policy recommendations aimed at improving financial practices in emerging markets
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate and clearly reflects the paper’s focus. No changes are necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract could benefit from a clearer mention of the specific variables examined and their relationship. For instance, instead of just stating "debtor management," it could briefly highlight key metrics (e.g., Average Collection Period) and the significant findings more explicitly.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and well-structured. The methodology and analysis are clearly presented, with appropriate use of statistical tools. The relationship between debtor management and financial sustainability is logically argued and supported by empirical evidence. However, further elaboration on certain statistical techniques and data handling would enhance the clarity of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and relevant to the study. However, a more detailed exploration of regional policies or practices influencing debtor management in East Africa would strengthen the literature review. Adding more region-specific studies or works that address institutional factors in the context of emerging economies might be beneficial
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is suitable for scholarly communication, with clear and precise expression. However, some sections could benefit from tightening to improve conciseness and flow.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Comment 1: The introduction sets the context well, but it would benefit from an expanded discussion on the unique characteristics of East African markets, helping readers unfamiliar with the region understand the relevance of the study. It might also be helpful to mention the structure of the paper in the introduction, offering a roadmap.

Comment 2:The paper mentions using data from 47 firms across several countries but does not address the representativeness of the sample. It would be beneficial to discuss whether these firms represent the overall landscape of non-financial firms in East Africa or if certain sectors are overrepresented. The explanation of the statistical model could also be more detailed to strengthen the analysis.

Comment 3:The discussion of the impact of debtor management could be expanded to include other operational areas such as inventory management or supplier relations. A broader discussion of the interconnectedness of working capital management components would add depth.

Comment 4:The paper does not explicitly mention the limitations of the study. Including a section on limitations would provide a balanced view of the study’s scope and potential weaknesses. The paper also does not mention potential future research directions, which would be useful to provide a roadmap for researchers interested in building on the study's findings.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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