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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript makes a timely and meaningful contribution to ethnobotany, phytochemistry, and medicinal plant conservation by demonstrating, with clarity and depth, how traditional knowledge and modern analytical chemistry can speak to one another in a scientifically rigorous way. By integrating community-based ethnobotanical documentation with GC–MS profiling, the study not only validates long-held therapeutic practices surrounding Valeriana jatamansi but also advances chemotypic understanding that is essential for pharmacological standardisation and sustainable utilisation. The identification of a high patchouli alcohol chemotype from the Kashmir Himalaya adds original value to the global literature on Valeriana species, with implications for drug discovery, quality control, and conservation biology. Importantly, the manuscript models an ethically grounded research framework that respects indigenous knowledge while translating it into evidence-based science, a balance that remains urgently needed in contemporary medicinal plant research. 


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is largely suitable, clear, and accurately reflects the integrative nature of the study. It effectively signals the combination of ethnobotanical inquiry, GC–MS analysis, pharmacological relevance, and conservation importance. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, well-structured, and successfully captures the objectives, methods, key findings, and broader implications of the study. It clearly articulates the integration of ethnobotanical data with GC–MS results and highlights the dominance of patchouli alcohol and related sesquiterpenes. One minor suggestion would be to explicitly mention the conservation urgency arising from overharvesting pressures in the study area, as this is a strong theme developed later in the manuscript. Including a brief reference to chemotypic significance or sustainable utilisation in the abstract would further strengthen its alignment with the conclusions and enhance its appeal to interdisciplinary readers.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically robust. The ethnobotanical survey follows established practices, the GC–MS methodology is appropriate and clearly described, and compound identification is supported by standard spectral libraries. The interpretation of phytochemical data is careful, well-referenced, and avoids overstated pharmacological claims, maintaining an appropriate distinction between traditional use, chemical composition, and reported bioactivities from the literature. The discussion demonstrates strong command of current scholarship and situates the findings convincingly within broader ethnopharmacological and chemotypic research on Valeriana jatamansi. Overall, the scientific reasoning is coherent, accurate, and credible.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are extensive, relevant, and largely up to date, with strong representation from high-quality journals published within the last five years. The manuscript demonstrates excellent engagement with recent reviews, regional studies, and mechanistic pharmacological research. If further strengthening is desired, the authors might consider adding one or two comparative studies on chemotype-driven standardisation of medicinal plants or recent policy-oriented work on the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol in Himalayan contexts. However, this would be complementary rather than necessary, as the current reference list is already more than sufficient for scholarly purposes.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is suitable for scholarly communication and reflects a high level of academic proficiency. The writing is clear, precise, and generally fluent, with strong conceptual transitions between sections. Only minor stylistic polishing may be required to improve sentence conciseness in a few places, particularly in longer introductory paragraphs, but these are editorial rather than substantive issues. Overall, the manuscript communicates complex ideas with confidence and professionalism.


	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a thoughtfully constructed and emotionally resonant piece of scholarship that honours both scientific rigour and cultural knowledge. The manuscript stands out for its integrative vision, ethical sensitivity, and regional depth. With only minor refinements, it has strong potential to serve as a reference point for future studies at the intersection of ethnobotany, phytochemistry, and conservation science.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are identified.
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