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	[bookmark: Artificial_Intelligence_(AI)_generated_o]Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it provides empirical evidence on how a systems approach to planning, scheduling, and controlling enhances the success of community development projects in developing-country contexts, particularly Nigeria . It bridges a critical gap between project management theory and practice by demonstrating how integrated management pillars operate within real-world constraints faced by community-based organizations. The study also enriches project management literature by offering context- specific insights that can inform future comparative studies, policy formulation, and capacity-building initiatives. Overall, it advances knowledge on applying systems thinking to improve project  effectiveness,  sustainability,  and  social  impact  in
community development settings.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the current title is generally suitable because it clearly reflects the core focus of the study project management, the systems approach, and the key components of planning, scheduling, and controlling within the context of community- based organizations in Nigeria. It is academically sound and aligns well with the manuscript’s objectives and methodology. However, the title is somewhat lengthy and could be refined to improve clarity, focus, and impact. Below are a few alternative titles you may consider, depending on the emphasis you wish to highlight:
Suggested Alternative Titles: A Systems Approach to Project
Management and Community Development Projects in Nigeria
	




	[bookmark: Is_the_abstract_of_the_article_comprehen]Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section?
Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is largely comprehensive and well structured, as it clearly presents the background, research gap, aim, methodology, key findings, conclusion, and practical recommendations. It effectively communicates the relevance of the study and its contribution to project management and community development literature.
However, a few minor improvements could strengthen it further: Suggestions for improvement:
1. Clarify the measure of “project success.”
Briefly indicating what constitutes project success (e.g., timeliness, quality, sustainability, or stakeholder satisfaction) would improve conceptual clarity.
2. Highlight the theoretical contribution more explicitly.
While the practical implications are clear, adding a short phrase on how the study contributes to systems theory or project management scholarship would strengthen its academic value.
Streamline minor repetitions.
The importance of the systems approach is emphasized multiple times; this could be slightly condensed to improve conciseness without losing meaning.
Optional enhancement:
Mentioning the analytical technique (e.g., descriptive statistics or mean analysis) in one short phrase could add methodological precision, though this is not strictly required.
Overall assessment:
No major deletions are necessary. The abstract is strong and suitable for publication, but incorporating the above refinements would make it more precise, theoretically grounded, and aligned with high-impact journal standards.
	

	[bookmark: Is_the_manuscript_scientifically,_correc]Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically appropriate for a quantitative study in the field of project management and community development. The research problem is clearly defined, the objectives and research questions are logically derived, and the study is grounded in relevant and up-to-date literature. The use of a descriptive survey design, a clearly defined study population, an adequate sample size, and a reliable instrument (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.85) supports the scientific validity of the findings.
	




	
	The data collection and analysis procedures are generally consistent with the stated methodology, and the results are presented in a structured and interpretable manner. The conclusions drawn align with the empirical findings and are supported by both the data and existing literature, indicating
internal consistency and logical coherence.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references used in the manuscript are generally sufficient, relevant, and reasonably recent. Most cited works fall within the 2020–2025 period, which is appropriate for a study in project management and community development. The reference list demonstrates good coverage of core project management literature (e.g., PMBOK, Kerzner, Larson & Gray) as well as recent empirical and methodological studies, supporting both the
theoretical foundation and the discussion of findings.
	




	[bookmark: Is_the_language/English_quality_of_the_a]Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, the language and overall English quality of the manuscript are generally suitable for scholarly communication. The writing is clear, formal, and consistent with academic conventions, and the arguments are presented in a logical and coherent manner. Key concepts are explained appropriately, and the tone is
professional throughout the manuscript.
	

	[bookmark: Optional/General_comments]Optional/General comments
	The manuscript addresses a relevant and timely topic by examining the application of a systems approach to project management in community development projects within a developing-country context. The study is well structured, logically organized, and demonstrates a clear linkage between theory, methodology, findings, and conclusions. Its focus on planning, scheduling, and controlling provides both academic value and practical relevance for project managers, policymakers, and community-based organizations.
The empirical evidence drawn from community-based organizations in Nigeria adds contextual depth and contributes to the limited body of literature on project management practices in community development settings. The high response rate and use of a reliable instrument further strengthen the credibility of the study.
To further enhance the manuscript, the authors may consider tightening the theoretical framing around systems thinking, improving methodological clarity in a few sections, and conducting a careful language edit. Overall, the paper represents a meaningful  contribution  to  project  management  and
development studies and is suitable for publication after minor revisions.
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	There are no major ethical issues evident in the manuscript. The study appears to comply with standard ethical principles for social science research.
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