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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it shows how inflation and exchange rate changes affect poverty in some West African countries. It uses recent data and different methods to give better understanding of these relationships. The study adds new evidence to the existing research, especially for developing countries where poverty is still high. The findings can help other researchers and policymakers to design better economic policies to reduce poverty.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	**Yes, the title is suitable** because it clearly states the main variables and the study area. It reflects the focus of the paper on inflation, exchange rate, and poverty in West African countries.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	**Yes, the abstract is generally comprehensive** because it states the objective, data scope, methods, key findings, and policy recommendations.

**Suggestions:**

* Clearly state the **time period (2000–2023)** in the abstract.

* Briefly mention the **countries studied** to improve clarity.

* Clarify that **GDP per capita is used as a proxy for poverty**.

* Add one short sentence on the **main contribution** of the study.

* Consider shortening less important details to keep it concise.

No major deletions are needed, only minor clarifications and tightening.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	**The manuscript is generally scientifically sound**, as it applies established economic theories, uses recognized econometric methods (OLS and fixed effects), and relies on standard data sources such as the World Bank. However, some aspects need improvement for stronger scientific rigor, including clearer justification for using GDP per capita as a proxy for poverty, better handling of mixed order of integration among variables, and more careful interpretation of some coefficients and insignificant results. Addressing these issues would improve the overall scientific correctness and robustness of the study.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	**The references are generally sufficient and fairly recent**, as the manuscript cites studies up to 2024 and uses reputable sources such as the World Bank, IMF, and OECD. They provide adequate background and empirical support for the study. However, the literature could be strengthened by adding a few more recent panel and cross-country studies on inflation, exchange rates, and poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa or developing economies. For example, recent works from journals such as *World Development*, *Journal of African Economies*, or *Economic Modelling* on macroeconomic instability and poverty would further improve the depth and relevance of the review.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	**The language is generally understandable but needs improvement** for scholarly communication. There are some grammatical errors, awkward phrasing, and long, complex sentences that reduce clarity. Editing for grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure would make the manuscript more polished and suitable for academic publication.


	

	Optional/General comments


	**General Comments:**

The manuscript addresses an important topic in development economics, analyzing the impact of inflation, exchange rate, and other macroeconomic variables on poverty in West African countries. It uses appropriate econometric methods and provides useful policy implications. However, the paper would benefit from clearer language, minor edits for grammar and sentence structure, and a slightly tighter abstract. Additionally, clarifying the use of GDP per capita as a poverty proxy and discussing limitations more explicitly would strengthen the study. Overall, it makes a valuable contribution to understanding macroeconomic influences on poverty in the region.
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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