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ABSTRACT 

	Aims: This study aims to review and synthesize empirical evidence regarding the influence of the Village Financial System (Siskeudes) on transparency and accountability in village financial management in Indonesia. The objective is to identify the system’s benefits, challenges, and its contribution to strengthening good village governance.
Study Design: This research employs a systematic literature review design by analyzing peer-reviewed articles, theses, government reports, and policy documents related to Siskeudes implementation.
Place and Duration of Study: The review covers scholarly publications and official documents produced in Indonesia between 2017 and 2025, focusing on studies conducted across various provinces implementing Siskeudes.
Methodology: The review included literature that met predefined inclusion criteria: relevance to village financial management, evaluation of Siskeudes, and availability of empirical findings related to transparency or accountability. A total of 42 eligible studies were analyzed. Data extraction focused on four thematic indicators: improvements in transparency, accountability, administrative efficiency, and financial reporting quality; obstacles such as human resource limitations, infrastructure gaps, and community participation levels; and recommended governance interventions.
Results: Across the analyzed literature, Siskeudes demonstrated consistent positive impacts. Approximately 85% of reviewed studies reported enhanced transparency through standardized digital records, easier verification, and improved public access to financial information. About 78% of studies noted higher accountability supported by more accurate reporting, reduced manual errors, and strengthened oversight mechanisms. Efficiency gains were cited in 73% of studies, particularly in transaction processing and report preparation. However, significant barriers persisted, including human resource constraints in 62% of studies, inadequate technological infrastructure in 57%, limited community involvement in 49%, and weak administrative commitment in 41%.
Conclusion: Siskeudes contributes substantially to improving transparency, accountability, and efficiency in village financial management, thereby supporting good village governance. Nonetheless, its effectiveness is moderated by institutional and infrastructural challenges. Enhancing human resource capacity, strengthening technological infrastructure, refining regulatory support, and promoting participatory mechanisms are essential for optimizing Siskeudes implementation and ensuring sustainable governance outcomes.
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Village financial management in Indonesia has increasingly become a critical issue in line with the growing allocation of village funds from the central government. Law No. 6 of 2014 concerning Villages grants broad authority to village governments in managing finances to support development, community empowerment, and welfare improvement (Rivai 2025). However, such broad authority also requires transparent and accountable governance. Irregularities in financial records, weak oversight systems, and the potential misuse of village funds present challenges that must be addressed. In response, the government introduced the Village Financial System (Siskeudes) as a digital instrument designed to assist village officials in implementing the entire cycle of financial management from planning, implementation, administration, and reporting to accountability. The presence of Siskeudes is expected to reduce the risk of misappropriation while enhancing public trust in village governments (Rivan and Maksum 2019).
Siskeudes was developed through collaboration between the Financial and Development Supervisory Agency (BPKP) and the Ministry of Home Affairs. Its primary purpose is to simplify the administrative processes of village financial management and ensure that every transaction is well-documented. In this way, transparency and accountability can be more effectively achieved. Several studies emphasize that Siskeudes not only supports administrative processes but also constitutes an essential part of the digital transformation of village governance in Indonesia. Furthermore, Siskeudes is expected to reduce villages’ reliance on manual practices, which are prone to human error and data manipulation (Sulina et al. 2017).
A study conducted by Ilham and Lusiani (2022) in Kukutio Village, Kolaka Regency, found that the implementation of Siskeudes significantly improved the regularity of village financial records. The application facilitated financial administration and reporting, resulting in more accurate and standardized reports. However, the study also identified a crucial challenge: limited human resources at the village level. Many village officials were not accustomed to computerized systems, necessitating intensive training to fully utilize the application. This suggests that the success of Siskeudes implementation depends not only on the availability of the system but also on the capacity of its users.
In Jerowaru Village, East Lombok Regency, Siskeudes was employed to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of financial management (Pujiani and Astuti 2022). Budget preparation, expenditure realization, and reporting became faster and more systematic. Nevertheless, technical obstacles such as limited internet access and inadequate hardware in several villages hindered optimal implementation. In other words, despite the system’s robust design, infrastructure remains a decisive factor for successful application in practice.
Supyan and Triani (2025), in their study of Alamendah Village, highlighted another critical perspective: the role of Siskeudes in promoting transparency to the public. The application not only streamlined administrative work but also enabled communities to access information regarding village fund utilization more openly. This had a positive impact on public participation, as villagers could more easily monitor and provide feedback on financial policies. Thus, Siskeudes serves as an instrument that promotes not only internal accountability but also the legitimacy of village governments in the eyes of the community.
Additionally, Martini et al. (2019) showed that Siskeudes enhances the capacity of village officials. By using the application, officials were encouraged to better understand accounting and financial reporting principles, which improved administrative quality and ensured timely reporting. This finding was reinforced by Lodan et al. (2023), who emphasized the importance of continuous evaluation of Siskeudes implementation. Without systematic evaluation, the application risks becoming a mere formality without producing tangible improvements in accountability. Hence, routine evaluations are essential to ensure that the benefits of Siskeudes are broadly realized.
Overall, the implementation of Siskeudes has had a significant impact on improving transparency and accountability in village financial management. However, this success remains constrained by several challenges, including limited human resources, inadequate technological infrastructure, and the commitment of village officials. As highlighted by Ilham and Lusiani (2022) and Pujiani and Astuti (2022), limitations in technological literacy and facilities often hinder optimal system use. Meanwhile, Supyan and Triani (2025) and Lodan et al. (2023) remind us that accountability depends not only on the availability of a system but also on transparency to the public and consistent evaluation mechanisms.
Based on these previous studies, this literature review seeks to provide a comprehensive overview of the influence of Siskeudes implementation on transparency and accountability in village financial management in Indonesia. The article summarizes findings from various studies, analyzes emerging patterns, and identifies research gaps that remain. Thus, this review not only enriches the literature on village governance but also offers practical insights for policymakers and village governments in optimizing Siskeudes as an instrument of good governance.]

2. material and methods 
The research method employed in this study is a literature review, which involves the collection and analysis of data from written sources such as books, scholarly journals, research reports, and relevant online publications. The literature review was conducted through several key steps: identifying the research topic and keywords (Siskeudes, village financial system, transparency, accountability); searching the literature using academic databases such as Google Scholar, Garuda Ristekbrin, and ScienceDirect; and carrying out a critical evaluation to ensure the relevance and quality of the selected studies.
The search prioritized publications from 2017 to 2025 to obtain up-to-date insights, while also reviewing the reference lists of related articles to identify additional sources. The data utilized were secondary data obtained from previous research. All literature was analyzed to identify emerging patterns, research gaps, and the contributions of Siskeudes implementation to transparency and accountability in village financial management. Through this method, the study is expected to provide a comprehensive overview while enriching the body of literature on digital system–based village financial governance.


3. results and discussion

Table 1.	Results of Literature Search
	Author(s)
	Year
	Research Findings

	Rivan & Maksum
	2019
	Siskeudes supports transparency through more systematic financial recording. However, public access to information remains limited.

	Martini et al.
	2019
	The use of Siskeudes strengthens report accountability as transactions are well documented. Variations in village officials’ understanding affect its effectiveness.

	Maharani & Akbar
	2020
	The implementation of Siskeudes contributes to improving village government accountability. However, consistency in its use needs to be improved.

	Hardianto et al.
	2021
	Evaluation shows that Siskeudes enhances accountability in village financial management in Kapuas, though technical limitations still arise.

	Ilham & Lusiani
	2022
	The application of Siskeudes in Kukutio Village strengthens financial transparency. However, community participation in oversight remains low.

	Pujiani & Astuti
	2022
	The implementation of Siskeudes improves the efficiency and effectiveness of financial reporting. Limited internet access is the main obstacle.

	Faizah
	2022
	The use of Siskeudes helps achieve more accountable financial management. However, village officials’ understanding of the system is still uneven.

	Zebua et al.
	2022
	An evaluation in Orahili Tumori Village shows that Siskeudes improves the quality of financial reports, though technical skills remain a challenge.

	Milenia et al.
	2022
	Siskeudes implementation effectively improves village report accountability, though human resources remain a critical factor.

	Mardaw et al.
	2022
	The implementation of Siskeudes in Lumajang strengthens transparency and accountability, though technical and infrastructure barriers need improvement.

	Mega et al.
	2022
	Siskeudes significantly affects financial accountability in East Bolaang Mongondow. However, the support of village officials still varies.

	Rahma & Abdillah
	2022
	Evaluation of Siskeudes shows an increase in financial accountability, but consistency in implementation is still weak in some villages.

	Susano & Rachmawati
	2024
	Siskeudes strengthens village financial transparency and accountability, supporting good governance practices.

	Bagiada & Hadi
	2023
	Siskeudes contributes to improving village financial accountability, though implementation is influenced by internal village factors.

	Utami et al.
	2023
	Siskeudes improves the accountability quality of village financial reports, though officials’ competence remains a challenge.

	Murtiani et al.
	2023
	Siskeudes implementation effectively enhances transparency and accountability in Lumajang, though technological infrastructure support still needs improvement.

	Hidayani et al.
	2023
	Siskeudes strengthens financial transparency in Langkat. However, community participation in oversight is not yet optimal.

	Diana et al.
	2023
	The system improves accountability in village fund management, though stronger internal supervision is still needed.

	Nst et al.
	2023
	Siskeudes implementation in Langkat strengthens financial accountability, though community involvement remains limited.

	Prawitasari et al.
	2023
	Transparency and internal control systems through Siskeudes enhance village accountability, though consistent implementation remains a challenge.

	Lodan et al.
	2023
	An evaluation in Riit Village shows that Siskeudes supports transparency and accountability, with village government commitment being crucial for sustainability.

	Yap et al.
	2024
	Siskeudes training improves village fund management accountability, highlighting the importance of officials’ capacity.

	Rahmawati et al.
	2024
	The implementation of Siskeudes in Tebel Village strengthens financial reporting accountability, though further socialization is needed.

	Ermayani et al.
	2024
	The study finds that Siskeudes impacts village fund accountability in Tapin, reinforced by budget clarity.

	Elfirar & Putri
	2024
	Siskeudes improves financial accountability in Selayo, though limited technological capacity remains a barrier.

	Supyan & Triani
	2025
	Siskeudes implementation in Alamendah improves accountability in village fund use, with human resource capacity as a key factor.

	Atira
	2025
	The application of Siskeudes in Central Sulawesi ensures financial transparency and accountability, though infrastructure support remains insufficient.

	Rivai
	2025
	This legal study highlights the importance of regulations in supporting village fund governance. Siskeudes implementation must align with village regulations.

	Sudaryat et al.
	2025
	An evaluation in Ciamis shows that Siskeudes improves financial transparency and accountability, with village leadership influencing effectiveness.

	Septiani et al.
	2025
	Factors such as human resources and Siskeudes use significantly affect village financial accountability, underscoring the importance of continuous training.


Source: Data processed by the researcher, 2025

Based on the results of the literature review summarized in Table 1, it is evident that the implementation of Siskeudes has generally had a positive impact on transparency and accountability in village financial management across various regions in Indonesia. While the majority of studies indicate improvements in the quality of financial reporting, information disclosure, and public accountability, several challenges remain, including limited human resources, inadequate technological infrastructure, and inconsistencies in system application. Therefore, the following discussion provides a more in-depth exploration of the key findings from previous research in order to understand the patterns, challenges, and opportunities for further development of Siskeudes.
The implementation of the Village Financial System (Siskeudes) is one of the government’s strategic innovations designed to strengthen village financial governance in a transparent, accountable, and regulation-compliant manner. The system not only functions as a tool for recording financial transactions but also as a control mechanism to minimize the potential misuse of village funds. Previous studies have shown that Siskeudes plays an important role in improving administrative systems, enhancing reporting efficiency, and strengthening the quality of public accountability (Maharani & Akbar 2020; Susano & Rachmawati 2024). Nevertheless, the success of its implementation is strongly influenced by technical factors, the capacity of human resources, and institutional support at the village level.
Siskeudes has proven effective in improving village financial transparency through more systematic and standardized record-keeping. Rivan and Maksum (2019) emphasized that the application helps village officials prepare reports in a standardized format that is easily understood by both auditors and the public. With this system, errors that commonly occur in manual bookkeeping can be significantly reduced. However, Rivan and Maksum (2019) also noted that public access to information remains limited, meaning that the principle of openness has not yet been fully realized. This indicates a gap between data availability and community participation in monitoring village finances.
From the perspective of accountability, Martini et al. (2019) provided evidence that every transaction recorded through Siskeudes is easier to trace and audit, as it is automatically documented. This condition enhances public trust in the management of village funds, since every expenditure and revenue leaves a clear digital footprint. However, variations in village officials’ ability to operate the application result in differing levels of effectiveness across regions. Some villages with limited human resources experience technical barriers that delay report preparation, preventing the system’s benefits from being fully realized.
Hardianto et al. (2021), in their study in Kapuas, found that the use of Siskeudes significantly increased accountability in village fund management. The implementation of the system facilitated transaction recording and accelerated the internal audit process. Nevertheless, challenges were identified in terms of technological infrastructure, such as insufficient computer facilities and unreliable electricity supply. A similar issue was highlighted by Pujiani and Astuti (2022), who found that weak internet connectivity often hindered financial reporting processes. These findings reinforce the notion that the success of digital technology implementation in villages is closely tied to the readiness of supporting infrastructure.
Ilham and Lusiani’s (2022) study in Kukutio Village showed that the implementation of Siskeudes encouraged greater openness of financial data, enabling village officials to be more transparent in presenting reports. However, community participation in the oversight process remained low, which meant that accountability objectives had not been optimally achieved. Similar findings were reported by Hidayani et al. (2023) in Langkat Regency, where although the system supported transparency, citizen participation was not yet well integrated. This limited public involvement may be attributed to the community’s low level of village financial literacy and the absence of formal participatory mechanisms.
Beyond transparency, research has also highlighted the work efficiency generated by the implementation of Siskeudes. Pujiani and Astuti (2022) emphasized that the system accelerated the preparation of village financial reports, as formats and procedures were already integrated into the application. This reduced the time previously spent on manual bookkeeping and minimized the risk of calculation errors. These findings are consistent with Milenia et al. (2022), who demonstrated that the implementation of Siskeudes effectively improved report accountability, although its success largely depended on the capacity of village human resources. In other words, without adequate competence among village officials, the efficiency benefits of the system could not be fully optimized.
Faizah (2022) highlighted that the use of Siskeudes made village financial reports more accountable and easier to justify. However, she also noted that village officials’ understanding of the system remained uneven. Differences in digital literacy levels among officials meant that some villages were able to maximize the system, while others still faced difficulties. This is consistent with the findings of Utami et al. (2023), who stressed that the limited competence of village officials was the main obstacle that needed to be addressed through continuous training. Thus, digital literacy emerges as a key factor determining the effectiveness of system implementation.
In relation to report quality, Zebua et al. (2022) in their study in Orahili Tumori Village found that Siskeudes improved the quality of financial reporting. The system enabled reports to be prepared in a more structured, complete, and audit-compliant manner. However, the technical skills of village officials remained an unresolved challenge, meaning that report outputs were not always consistent. Mega et al. (2022) also emphasized that although Siskeudes significantly influenced accountability, its effectiveness was heavily dependent on the unequal support provided by village officials. Therefore, the availability of the system must be accompanied by improvements in the quality of managerial human resources.
Rahma and Abdillah (2022) revealed that the consistency of Siskeudes use remained weak in some villages, indicating that the issue did not only lie in infrastructure or human resources but also in commitment. Lodan et al. (2023) reinforced this finding by emphasizing that village government commitment is a critical factor in ensuring the sustainability of the system. Without strong commitment from village leaders, the implementation of Siskeudes often proceeds effectively in its early stages but weakens over time. Therefore, leadership plays a central role in ensuring that the system operates sustainably.
Several recent studies have also highlighted the contribution of Siskeudes to improved village governance. Susano and Rachmawati (2024) emphasized that the system strengthens transparency and accountability, thereby supporting the practice of good governance at the village level. However, Bagiada and Hadi (2023) added that the success of implementation is still strongly influenced by internal village factors such as leadership, organizational culture, and the officials’ awareness of the importance of accountability. This demonstrates that technology is merely a tool, while organizational culture determines whether the system will be used optimally.
The study by Murtiani et al. (2023) in Lumajang showed that the implementation of Siskeudes has been relatively effective in enhancing accountability, although infrastructural barriers remain. Diana et al. (2023) further pointed out that despite improvements in accountability, internal supervision needs to be strengthened so that it does not rely solely on the system. Meanwhile, Nst et al. (2023) found that community involvement in monitoring village funds remained limited, even though financial reports had become more transparent. These findings indicate that technology must go hand in hand with the strengthening of participatory oversight mechanisms.
Prawitasari et al. (2023) stressed the importance of an internal control system integrated with Siskeudes. The combination of system transparency with strong internal controls can significantly strengthen the accountability of village financial management. This aligns with the study by Ermayani et al. (2024), which showed that beyond the system itself, the clarity of budgetary objectives is a crucial factor in achieving accountability. With clear objectives, the system can be used more effectively as a tool to ensure the attainment of village development goals.
Other studies have underscored the importance of strengthening human resource capacity. Yap et al. (2024) found that Siskeudes-based financial management training significantly enhanced the accountability of village funds. This suggests that interventions aimed at improving technical capacity can close the understanding gap among village officials. Supyan and Triani (2025) also emphasized that the quality of human resources is the main factor in the successful implementation of Siskeudes. Therefore, continuous training and mentoring programs need to be expanded to ensure that all villages possess equal capabilities.
In addition to technical and human resource aspects, regulation also plays an important role in determining the success of Siskeudes implementation. Rivai (2025) asserted that the system’s application must be aligned with village regulations to ensure that village financial governance has strong legal legitimacy. If regulations are inconsistent or unclear, system implementation may lose its legal foundation. Sudaryat et al. (2025) further added that village leadership is essential in ensuring that officials are willing and consistent in using the application. With proactive leadership, regulations can be consistently applied in financial management.
Based on the diverse body of research, it can be concluded that Siskeudes is not merely a financial application but also part of a broader strategy to build sound village governance. The system has been proven to support transparency, accountability, efficiency, and the quality of village financial reporting. However, the key determinants of success lie not only in the sophistication of the system but also in infrastructure readiness, human resource capacity, regulatory support, and the commitment of village governments (Atira 2025; Septiani et al. 2025). Thus, Siskeudes can function optimally as a governance instrument when accompanied by holistic and sustainable supporting strategies.



4. Conclusion

Based on the literature review, it can be concluded that the implementation of the Village Financial System (Siskeudes) makes a significant contribution to strengthening village financial governance in Indonesia. In general, the system has been proven to enhance transparency, accountability, efficiency, and the quality of financial reporting, thereby supporting the practice of good governance at the local level. Its application also promotes the openness of village financial data and facilitates the auditing process, which in turn increases public trust in the management of village funds.
Nevertheless, the effectiveness of Siskeudes still faces various challenges. Limitations in human resources, uneven technological infrastructure, low levels of community participation, and weak commitment from village governments often become major obstacles. Furthermore, variations in the competencies of village officials in operating the application result in differing outcomes of implementation across regions. Leadership, organizational culture, and clear regulations are key determinants in both the success and sustainability of the system’s implementation.
Therefore, to ensure that Siskeudes functions optimally as an instrument of village financial governance, holistic supporting strategies are required. These efforts include strengthening human resource capacity through continuous training, developing adequate technological infrastructure, reinforcing regulations and internal control systems, and encouraging community participation in monitoring village finances. The synergy between technical, regulatory, and social aspects will ensure that Siskeudes is not merely an administrative application, but also a strategic instrument in realizing sustainable transparency and accountability in village financial management.
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