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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important public health concern related to the microbial safety of street-vended foods, specifically Akara (fried cowpea paste), in Nigeria. It provides valuable baseline data on bacterial and fungal contamination in both food and packaging materials, highlighting potential health risks and emphasizing the need for improved hygiene practices. The study is relevant to food safety authorities, public health researchers, and microbiologists interested in foodborne pathogens and safety monitoring.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is concise, clear, and accurately reflects the content and scope of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is well-structured and provides a clear summary of the objectives, methods, main findings, and conclusions.

Minor suggestion: consider adding specific statistical results (e.g., p-values) to strengthen the quantitative clarity.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically appropriate.

Standard microbiological techniques were applied correctly, and the data were properly analyzed and interpreted.

recommendation: expand the discussion to include contamination prevention and food handling improvements. The article needs to state the important role of viruses in the introduction paragraph, and include a recommendation in the recommendations section that suggests a future study on foodborne - viruses due to their serious role in the food industry and beyond.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are adequate, relevant, and mostly recent.

They provide a good overview of the current literature on microbial contamination of street foods.

consider including more recent (post-2020) publications for added relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English language and structure are suitable for academic communication.

Only minor grammatical and stylistic edits are needed.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a valuable and well-structured study with practical implications for public health and food safety.

The authors may consider including stronger policy recommendations and vendor hygiene education strategies in the conclusion to enhance its practical impact.
The manuscript is suitable for publication after minor revisions.

It meets the standards of scientific rigor and relevance for 
the Asian Journal of Research in Biology, contributing valuable information to the field of food microbiology and public health.
The manuscript is scientifically robust, well-organized, and clearly written.

Only minor improvements are needed in formatting, inclusion of recent references, and minor English proofreading before publication.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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