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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses an important public health issue concerning the microbial safety of Akara (fried cowpea paste), a widely consumed street food in Nigeria. The topic is relevant to food microbiology, food safety, and consumer protection. The structure of the paper is generally clear, and the study adds valuable data to the understanding of microbial contamination in traditional street foods and their packaging materials. However, some sections require language polishing, methodological clarification, and deeper discussion of results with current literature. Overall, the manuscript has potential for publication after major revisions.

Strengths

· The topic is timely and relevant to food safety in developing countries.

· The paper includes both Akara and its packaging materials, which broadens the study scope.

· The use of ANOVA statistical analysis adds rigor to the interpretation.

· Tables and results are clearly presented and easy to follow.

Major Concerns

1. Abstract: Needs to include clear quantitative results and specify statistical significance (e.g., P-values). The last sentence should clearly state the major recommendation or implication.

2. Materials and Methods: Provide details on replication and sample size per location. Clarify how samples were aseptically collected and transported (duration, temperature control, etc.). Include dilution factor and colony count calculations more systematically. Add control samples or sterile blanks if applicable.

3. Results: Some tables lack standard deviation or error ranges. Figures should include axis titles and units (CFU/ml). Include a comparison of bacterial vs. fungal loads in text.

4. Discussion: Discuss why some locations showed higher microbial loads (environmental or hygiene factors). Add implications for public health policy.

5. References: Ensure consistency and include recent (2020–2024) references to strengthen the paper.

Minor Comments

· Correct grammatical and typographical errors (e.g., 'cow pea' → 'cowpea').

· Italicize all scientific names (e.g., Aspergillus spp., Staphylococcus spp.).

· Ensure consistent units (CFU/g or CFU/ml).

· Abstract keywords should follow journal format (4–6 terms).

· Improve figure legends for self-explanatory readability.

Recommendation

Major Revision Required: The manuscript is scientifically valuable but requires improvements in methodology clarity, statistical presentation, and language accuracy before it can be considered for publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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