
	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Plant and Soil Sciences

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJOPSS_13888

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	BIOCHAR AND ARBUSCULAR MYCORRHIZAL FUNGI AS SOIL AMENDMENTS FOR IMPROVED FERTILITY AND CROP PRODUCTIVITY IN SOUTH-WEST NIGERIA LOWLANDS

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a timely and comprehensive review of a promising sustainable agricultural strategy the combined use of biochar and arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi (AMF), specifically tailored to address the critical soil fertility constraints in the phosphorus-deficient, waterlogged lowlands of South-West Nigeria. It synthesizes foundational and recent empirical evidence (up to 2025) to demonstrate the synergistic potential of these amendments to improve phosphorus availability, soil structure, and crop resilience while reducing dependency on costly synthetic fertilizers. By identifying key research gaps, such as the need for long-term field trials and the screening of native AMF strains, and by integrating crucial socio-economic adoption factors, the work offers a valuable, holistic framework for researchers, policymakers, and practitioners aiming to enhance food security and promote climate-smart agriculture in tropical agro-ecosystems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title "BIOCHAR AND ARBUSCULAR MYCORRHIZAL FUNGI AS SOIL AMENDMENTS FOR IMPROVED FERTILITY AND CROP PRODUCTIVITY IN SOUTH-WEST NIGERIA LOWLANDS" is generally suitable for the Asian Journal of Plant and Soil Sciences.
However, to make it slightly more concise and impactful, and to better align with a common style in scientific journals, AUTHOR could consider the following Title Suggestion:

Synergistic Use of Biochar and Arbuscular Mycorrhizal Fungi for Enhanced Soil Fertility and Crop Productivity in South-West Nigerian Lowlands
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured, effectively summarizing. However, to further enhance its impact and clarity, especially for a journal a few minor refinements are suggested.
· Clarify the "Conditional" Nature

· Provide stronger to lead with the most significant conclusion
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. It presents a well-reasoned, evidence-based, and nuanced argument for integrating biochar and AMF in South-West Nigerian lowland agriculture. Its strength lies in its mechanistic explanations, support from a relevant body of literature, and balanced discussion of both potential and limitations. It meets the standards expected for a scientific review article.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The existing references are more than adequate for the manuscript to be considered well-supported and publishable. The suggestions above are optional and represent "nice-to-have" additions that could provide slightly deeper support for specific mechanistic claims, but their absence does not constitute a significant weakness.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	It is suitable for submission. A final careful proofread focusing on the checking for plurals vs. possessives, considering breaking up the most complex sentences, and ensuring consistent italics for species names would further enhance the quality and present a more polished manuscript to the reviewers.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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