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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper examines the revival of clay in contemporary Nigerian sculpture. It explores how clay has changed from a traditional historical material into a medium with strong conceptual and artistic value. Clay has deep roots in Nigeria’s sculptural tradition, especially in the Nok, Ife, and Benin civilizations, where it has important ritual and symbolic meanings.Based on field research, interviews with artists, and observations of exhibitions, the study shows how Nigerian sculptors are rediscovering the artistic possibilities of clay. This revival gives new life to a traditional material and also allows artists to express ideas related to cultural identity, historical memory, environmental sustainability, and postcolonial issues. Overall, the study makes a valuable contribution to Nigerian art history and the protection of intangible cultural heritage, with clear academic and social significance.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and concise, and it accurately reflects the main content of the article. It is recommended to keep the current title.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear and comprehensive, outlining the research aims, methods, and main findings. However, to better highlight the study’s innovation and contribution, it is suggested to add a short concluding paragraph on the innovative aspects and practical value of the research. This could first emphasize the creative use of terracotta in contemporary Nigerian sculpture, and then discuss conservation approaches that combine cultural preservation with environmental sustainability. Such additions would help make the value of the study more explicit.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	This paper is methodologically sound and adopts a rigorous research design. By combining fieldwork, artist interviews, and exhibition analysis, it offers a comprehensive academic examination of the revival of clay sculpture in Nigeria. The research findings are clearly presented, and the analysis is logical and consistent with academic standards. The use of postcolonial theory and material culture studies provides a solid theoretical foundation for the discussion. However, some terms related to Nigerian sculpture and clay culture are quite specialized. It is therefore recommended that brief explanations or notes be added for certain concepts to help readers from different academic backgrounds better understand the content.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The number of references is generally sufficient and covers key studies in the relevant field. However, it is recommended to include more recent research from 2023 to 2025 on the use of terracotta in African art and postcolonial art criticism in order to improve the timeliness of the literature. In addition, the reference list should be standardised by adopting a single citation style, such as APA 7th edition.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The overall language of the article is clear and consistent, with appropriate use of specialized terminology. However, some paragraphs contain long sentences with a high density of information. It is recommended that these sentences be appropriately shortened or divided to improve readability. Overall, the language meets the standards required for academic communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This paper provides insightful academic perspectives on the revival of clay in contemporary Nigerian sculpture, highlighting its innovative use as an artistic material and its cultural and environmental significance. It is recommended that the authors further emphasise the study’s originality and its implications for future cultural heritage preservation in the conclusion. In addition, the formatting of the reference list should be further standardised.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

none
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