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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This work makes major contributions to the scientific community by combining the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) model with the importance of academic honesty in high school chemistry instruction. It takes a unique approach to increasing students' scientific literacy while also encouraging ethical behavior—an often-overlooked aspect of science education. The study's emphasis on critical thinking, moral integrity, and contextual problem-solving addresses the pressing need for comprehensive education models that enable students to face complex global concerns. Furthermore, the findings provide a realistic, evidence-based solution for instructors seeking to align with the Independent Curriculum while also enhancing students' moral and cognitive growth.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is largely acceptable, but it should be improved to highlight both the educational approach and its connection to academic values.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive but could benefit from clearer articulation of the results and their implications. Specifically, it would be helpful to include a brief mention of the statistical significance (Z test results) and the practical impact of the findings.
Suggested addition: "The study revealed that the PBL-KA model significantly improved students' scientific literacy and fostered academic honesty, demonstrating its potential as a valuable tool for modern science education."


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically accurate. It utilises a conventional experimental design with suitable statistical analyses, such as hypothesis testing with the Z test, normality checks, and homogeneity tests. The findings are credible and consistent with previous research on PBL's usefulness in increasing scientific literacy.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are extensive and recent, indicating a strong foundation in the relevant literature. However, more references from recent global research on academic integrity in education and problem-based learning should improve the work, particularly in terms of incorporating ethics into science education. Additional sources include UNESCO and OECD research on academic honesty and educational ethics.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is straightforward and appropriate for scholarly communication. There are a few small grammatical changes that could improve clarity and flow, but the article fulfils the standards anticipated in scholarly publications.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The piece proposes a novel strategy to integrate academic honesty into the PBL model, which is critical for developing students' scientific integrity. The unique design of the study and its findings provide useful insights for chemistry instruction, and the implications for character development in science education are contemporary and relevant. Using advanced inferential statistical approaches, future research could look into the causal relationship between academic honesty and scientific literacy.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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