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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds significant importance for the scientific community as it provides field-based evidence on the effectiveness of integrated disease management (IDM) practices against sheath blight in paddy. By demonstrating reductions in disease incidence and severity alongside measurable yield gains and improved cost-benefit ratios, the study highlights the practical and economic advantages of IDM over conventional chemical-based approaches. The findings contribute to sustainable agriculture by promoting eco-friendly practices that reduce reliance on fungicides, minimize environmental risks, and enhance farmer profitability. Moreover, the work strengthens the knowledge base for future research and extension programs aimed at improving rice productivity under biotic stress conditions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is clear and descriptive
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the manuscript is clear and informative
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Based on a close reading of the manuscript, the study appears scientifically correct and methodologically sound.  While scientifically correct, some citations (e.g., Pal & Mandal, 2025) are futuristic and may need verification or correction. The manuscript reports SEM, CD, and CV values, but does not explicitly state the statistical test used (e.g., ANOVA). Adding this would strengthen rigor. Phrases like “farmer adopted Bengal method” or “judicial use of fertilizers” should be clarified for international readers.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript are adequate but not fully recent. Retain the classic references for historical grounding but add more recent studies (2023–2025) on IDM, biocontrol agents, and fungicide resistance in rice. Verify the Pal & Mandal (2025) citation—if unpublished, it should be removed or replaced.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript’s English is generally understandable and suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study addresses an important agricultural challenge—sheath blight in paddy—and demonstrates the value of integrated disease management (IDM) in reducing incidence, severity, and improving yield.  The inclusion of economic analysis (net returns, B:C ratio) makes the work highly relevant for both researchers and farmers, bridging science and practice. The manuscript contributes to the sustainability discourse
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

NO
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