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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into how soil physicochemical properties influence floristic composition and diversity in a tropical forest ecosystem, an area critical for understanding biodiversity–environment interactions. The study contributes important baseline data for Osomba Hill Forest, a relatively understudied region within the Cross River National Park. By linking soil fertility parameters with vegetation structure, the research enhances understanding of ecosystem functioning and supports sustainable forest management strategies. Its findings can guide future ecological monitoring, conservation planning, and restoration efforts in similar tropical forest landscapes
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is somewhat broad and does not clearly convey the analytical relationship between soil properties and vegetation composition. Keep this title (Soil–Floristic Relationships in Osomba Hill Forest, Oban Division of Cross River National Park, Nigeria)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It includes too much numerical data you can keep only key representative values and  narrative flow could be more compact  such as results, interpretation and implication
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound with appropriate methods and logical interpretation. 

Athough minor improvements are needed to clarify statistical analyses and strengthen the link between soil data and vegetation patterns
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant but somewhat limited and a few are outdated. It is recommended to include more recent studies (from the last 5 years) on soil–vegetation interactions in tropical forests, such as works by Adekunle et al. (2021), Bassey et al. (2022)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is clear but needs minor grammatical and structural edits to meet scholarly writing standards
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is relevant and contributes valuable insights into soil–vegetation relationships in a tropical forest ecosystem. The methodology is sound, and the results are clearly presented. However, the introduction and discussion sections should be strengthened with recent references, clearer articulation of research gaps, and improved linkage between findings and ecological implications. With minor revisions, the paper has good potential for publication
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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