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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community because it gives clear insights into the soil qualities that limit cocoa yields in the Azaguié area of southern Côte d'Ivoire. This region is known for its low productivity, even with its potential. The study identifies key deficiencies in phosphorus, organic matter, nitrogen, and magnesium, along with highly acidic soil conditions. This offers a thorough understanding of the soil challenges affecting cocoa, a major cash crop in a key producing country. Additionally, the suggestion for targeted actions, such as adding lime and well-decomposed organic matter, presents practical, evidence-based ways to improve soil fertility and, as a result, boost cocoa tree yields in similar tropical humid areas.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, 'Soil study under low-yield cocoa trees in the Azaguié area (southern Côte d'Ivoire)', is clear and descriptive. It shows the subject, location, and the issue being addressed. However, to make it more impactful and focus on the goal of improving yields, a more action-oriented title could work better. An alternative might be: 'Soil Characteristics Limiting Cocoa Yields in Azaguié, Southern Côte d'Ivoire: Implications for Production Improvement.' This revised title highlights the limiting factors and the improvement aspect, which reflects the study's goal of identifying key soil characteristics that restrict cocoa yields to enhance production.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract gives a clear overview of the study. It discusses the motivation, location, and methodology, including sampling depth and analyses. It also highlights the main findings related to soil pH, nutrient levels—potassium, calcium, magnesium, phosphorus, organic matter, nitrogen—and exchangeable bases.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript seems to be scientifically accurate in its methods and presentation of results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	While the current references are good, adding more recent studies on sustainable cocoa farming practices, the effects of climate change on cocoa soils, or improved nutrient management techniques in similar agro-ecological zones could further enhance the discussion. This would provide a wider context for future research directions.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article are generally appropriate for scholarly communication. The text is clear and coherent, with few major grammatical errors or awkward phrases. The scientific terms are used correctly. There are some minor instances where the wording could be slightly improved for conciseness or flow, but these do not affect understanding. Overall, the quality is suitable for an academic publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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