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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer's comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author's Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The current manuscript fills an important gap regarding the social representations of ICT among university students at an under-researched location within the educational research: Côte d'Ivoire. In using a mixed-methods design with a large sample, the study offers both breadth and depth to inform our understanding of students' experience and appropriation of digital technologies for studying. These results not only contribute to the theoretical debate on ICT adoption, but also provide practical implications for higher education policy and practice in particular for developing countries. The study also draws out a new finding about contextual factors associated with usage, such as professional status and type of training, that might inform future cross-comparative and cross-cultural research on ICT in education.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Appropriateness: Yes, the title is appropriate as it directly represents the main subject of this research (students' social representations on ICT).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Suggestions for Improvement:

1. Major Details on the Sample are Excessive. Talk in general numbers: over 600 students surveyed and 35 interviewed.

2. Point out that this study is one of the first empirical investigations on ICT perceptions in Côte d'Ivoire.

3. Add Recommendations: Point out how teachers and administrators in higher education can put the results to use.

4. End with a Terminal Remark.-for example, "This study sheds more light on the process by which African higher education teachers adopt ICT and the professional conditions within which they do so."
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Of course, the manuscript is scientifically correct. Subheadings that are titled appropriately (and provide both logical and quantitative methods that are interrelated) will include a clearly organized subject area for a slide presentation. The statistical procedures adopted (including descriptive analysis, t-tests, ANOVA, and Chi-square tests) are appropriate for the type of data as well as pertinent research questions. Qualitative thematic analysis is performed according to recognized frameworks developed by Braun & Clarke, Moliner Jodelet, and others. The data is valid, and the relevant literature supports the findings.

However, although the study is methodologically rigorous, in some respects it needs strengthening:

1. The statistical results, which could be expressed clearly and draw attention to their implications more than the technical details

2. Add a section on limitations for transparency and scientific rigor

Having said that, however, the paper is scientifically valid and correct. Only a few small changes in those two parentheses will more clearly reveal these ideas, and strength from there on out is asked for.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Suggestions for Improvement

1. Remove duplicates (e.g., Aesaert et al., 2022).

2. Standardize referencing style (ensure APA consistency: italics for journals, DOIs included where possible).

3. Add region-specific literature to strengthen the contextual contribution. Suggested works:

· Tella, A., Tella, A., Toyobo, O. M., Adika, L. O., & Adeyinka, A. A. (2007). An assessment of secondary school teachers' uses of ICTs: Implications for further development of ICT use in Nigerian secondary schools. The Turkish Online Journal of Educational Technology, 6(3), 1–15.

· Unwin, T. (2009). ICT in education in Africa: Myth or reality? International Journal of Educational Development, 29(5), 627–634. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2009.05.004
· Asongu, S. A., & Le Roux, S. (2017). Enhancing ICT for inclusive human development in Sub-Saharan Africa. Technological Forecasting and Social Change, 118, 44–54. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2017.01.026

These would strengthen the African regional perspective and increase the international visibility of the study.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English of this manuscript is good enough for scholarly communication. Its structure and technical terms are presented coherently. However, there are a few small points that need to be cleared up before the manuscript goes to press. Long and complicated sentences. Some sentences are long to the point of being unreadable for an overseas academic reader. Splitting these up into shorter pieces would enhance the "readability" of the text. Pompousness: In certain sections--especially the introduction and results points that have already been dealt with are needlessly repeated. One of the problems with august phrases and stacking verbs on top of one another is that they can cause occasional minor post-genitional case among things not under 'one' or 'two'. Abstract, Conclusion: In particular, these sections should be more succinctly worded and spell out more clearly. Overall Comment: The English in this manuscript is adequate for scholarly communication, but should that be the aim? Language editing by professionals would make a difference, or indeed, at least carefully checking each time to be sure that it's clear and as brief as possible.


	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The manuscript places a dating focus on information technology as represented within higher education in the West African environment, which contributes to international write science.

2. By amalgamating large-scale experimental data and qualitative insights are incorporated as an additional layer of explanation is incorporated in concrete terms that add to the interpretation of results.

3. An explicit discussion of limitations and future directions for research would improve this paper, enhancing transparency as well as providing a framework for follow-up studies.

4. This manuscript manages to provide some meaningful results. However, to have a fair comparison of the original contribution with earlier works on ICT in education needs work. 

5. Resource identification and preparation: this seminar) While the clarity of this article is much influenced by its lengthy statistical explanations, the elimination of redundancy in prose and English language refining would improve the quality.

6. On the whole, this is a good piece of research which, with some minor changes, can make published.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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