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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The significance of this paper is that it examines the development of cross-border economic zones with the example of Lao Cai in Vietnam. This is not a popular type of study particularly in developing countries. The results indicate that human resources, social environment and international cooperation are some of the critical factors. This renders the paper resourceful to the researchers and policymakers.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is excellent and correlates with the research. Yet, there is a minor error at the start (SThe). Correction proposal: "Determinants of Cross-Border Economic Zone Development: Empirical Evidence on Lao Cai, Vietnam.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It provides a proper idea of the purpose, methodology, findings, and importance of the study in the abstract. It would be enhanced that why the factor of Global Economic Environment was not listed in the final results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	It is a scientifically accurate paper. The approaches (survey, Cronbachs Alpha, EFA, and regression) have been explained well. The discussion and findings are rational and related to previous studies.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the paper are sufficient and mostly recent. However, adding more international perspectives will strengthen the study. I suggest including the following recent work:

Mallikarjun Konnur, and Mantesh Chubachi. 2025. “The Impact of Foreign Direct Investment on India’s Sectoral and Regional Economic Growth: An Analytical Study”. Asian Journal of Agricultural Extension, Economics & Sociology 43 (3):110–119. https://doi.org/10.9734/ajaees/2025/v43i32706. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper is well-organized and provides useful findings.

Tables and figures are clear and helpful.

The literature review is a bit long and can be made shorter.
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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