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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study makes an important contribution to the literature by empirically identifying the determinants of cross-border economic zone development.
By integrating multiple factors, this study makes its findings more relevant and further aids in the formulation of comprehensive policies. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and appropriate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes the abstract is comprehensive
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the methodology is scientifically sound.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient and context-specific
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript’s English is overall suitable but some sentences are long and could benefit from minor editing for conciseness and fluency. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper addresses an important and underexplored issue, determinants of cross-border economic zones in emerging economies. 

Strengths include clear methodology, robust statistical analysis, and practical policy insights. 

The study could be further enhanced by 

(i) adding more international literature to broaden its comparative scope

(ii) emphasizing the novelty of focusing on Lao Cai as a case study of Vietnam–China economic integration
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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