

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Microbiology and Biotechnology

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJMAB_13770

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Bacterial Isolates Associated with Fresh and Spoilt Scotch Bonnet Pepper Sold at International Market, Abakaliki, Ebonyi State

	Type of the Article
	


[bookmark: _Hlk171324449][bookmark: _Hlk170903434]
	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	*It contributes to knowledge of bacterial load found on the surface of fresh and spoilt scotch bonnet pepper sold in a major Nigerian market addressing the need for food safety in agriculture supply chain.

*The study highlights the need for  good post harvest handling of food to reduce risk of contamination 
 
*It shows that fresh farm produce also have some level of contamination as compared to the spoilt produce.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes the title is very suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is quite comprehensive enough and it contains all components of a good abstract however I have 2 observations.

*The abstract should indicate the scientific name of the pepper used in the study.

*The total heterotrophic bacteria counts result provided in the abstract used cfu/g ×106 while the result used CFU/ml ×106 as the unit
Clarification is needed.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is scientifically correct. Standard microbiological methods were used and the results align with what is expected of from poor handling of food.

The units mismatch is the only inconsistency.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient ,with a great number of recent ones. However I would suggest the author to add food safety guidelines for fresh produce in Africa or Nigeria to substantiate the discussion and conclusion.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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