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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important because it highlights the genetic diversity present in rice germplasm, a cornerstone for future breeding and crop improvement. By applying SSR markers to characterize variation and population structure, it provides breeders with valuable information for selecting diverse parental lines and designing effective hybridization programs. Such insights are crucial at a time when global rice production faces increasing pressure from climate change, biotic stresses, and the need for sustainable yield improvement. The work therefore contributes both to local breeding initiatives and to the broader scientific understanding of rice genetic resources.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes it is. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes it is. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct, as it applies well-established SSR marker techniques, presents clear and consistent results on genetic diversity and population structure, and supports its findings with appropriate statistical analyses and relevant literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are overall sufficient and cover both older and newer studies, with several recent works included. Still, adding a few very up-to-date papers from 2022–2024 on rice germplasm diversity and marker-assisted breeding would make the manuscript feel even more current and well-connected to the latest research.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes it is. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-structured and provides solid insights into rice genetic diversity using SSR markers. The results are clearly presented and supported by appropriate analyses, making the study useful for breeding programs. With some light editing for conciseness and a few more recent references added, the paper would be even stronger and more engaging for readers.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No, there are not. 
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