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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript addresses a critical public health concern by highlighting the prevalence of multidrug-resistant Escherichia coli in ready-to-eat foods from mobile food vendors in Awka, Nigeria. It contributes valuable and important molecular and antimicrobial resistance data, which is essential for understanding the potential spread of resistance genes through foodborne transmission. The findings support the urgent need for improved hygiene practices, surveillance programs, and regulatory measures to control antimicrobial resistance. Additionally, the study adopts a One Health perspective, linking human, environmental, and food safety aspects,
which is highly relevant to the global scientific community.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is informative but can be made more concise.
Suggested alternative title:
Molecular Detection and Antimicrobial Resistance Profiles of Multidrug-Resistant Escherichia coli in Ready-to-Eat Foods from Mobile Vendors in Awka, Nigeria
	




	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section?
Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is detailed and covers background, aims, methodology, results, and conclusion effectively. However:
Consider shortening background sentences to improve clarity and conciseness.
Add a brief mention of the number of MDR isolates (83.3%) to emphasize the significance.
Consider including a sentence on public health implications or One Health relevance in the conclusion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The methodology and results appear scientifically sound and follow standard microbiological and molecular detection procedures.
Data presentation in tables is clear, and interpretations align with findings.
Minor typographical errors and inconsistencies (e.g., spacing, percentage formats) should be corrected.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient and relatively recent (2020–2025), but a few additional global references on foodborne MDR E. coli (e.g., reviews in Frontiers in Microbiology or International Journal of Food Microbiology, 2023–2024) may strengthen context.
Ensure proper formatting of citations (some have minor spacing or capitalization errors).
	




	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The English is generally suitable for scholarly communication, though minor grammatical corrections and sentence restructuring would improve readability.
Some sections (e.g., Discussion) could benefit from concise phrasing to avoid redundancy.
	

	Optional/General comments
	The manuscript is highly relevant to food safety, antimicrobial resistance, and public health research.
Figures and tables are clear, but adding a graphical abstract or flow diagram summarizing methodology could enhance presentation.
Consider a thorough language edit for grammar and clarity before submission.
Strengths: Relevant topic, clear methodology, sound results, and appropriate discussion.Weaknesses: Minor language errors, some redundant sentences, abstract could be more concise, references need
slight formatting improvements.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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