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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript is important for the scientific community as it presents a detailed approach for managing Oral Submucous Fibrosis. This condition is a potential cancer risk, especially in areas where areca nut and smokeless tobacco use are common. By focusing on both behavioral counseling and drug therapy, it highlights the benefits of using multiple management strategies instead of relying just on medications. The findings offer practical insights that can help clinicians with early intervention, improve patient outcomes, and add to the growing evidence supporting combined treatment methods. Additionally, this case points out the urgent need for public health awareness and preventive measures to tackle the increasing cases of OSMF
among younger populations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Alternative Title: Integrating Behavioural Intervention and Tobacco Cessation in Oral Submucous Fibrosis Management: A Case Report
	




	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Suggestions for improvement:
· Consistency in formatting. "stage iii osmf" should be written as Stage III OSMF.
· Methods clarity. Briefly indicate the duration or frequency of behavioral counselling sessions, such as weekly or bi-weekly.
· Results clarity. Mention if improvement was measured clinically only or also with patient-reported outcomes, like reduction in burning sensation on the VAS scale.
· Conclusion strengthening. Emphasize the wider implication: early behavioral interventions may prevent malignant transformation and improve prognosis.
· Language tightening. Phrases like "the patient had a significant history of gutkha chewing" could be shortened to "the patient reported chronic gutkha chewing."
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. It accurately describes Oral Submucous Fibrosis as a chronic, progressive, and potentially cancerous disorder linked to areca nut and smokeless tobacco use. The clinical features, including reduced mouth opening, burning sensation, blanching of the buccal mucosa, fibrous bands, and restricted tongue movement, match the established presentation of OSMF. The management approach, which combines behavioral counseling for quitting tobacco with medical treatments like antioxidants and intralesional corticosteroid–hyaluronidase injections, is based on evidence and follows current treatment guidelines. The reported clinical improvements in mouth opening, tongue movement, and symptom reduction are realistic and support the conclusion. Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound. However, adding brief references to recent guidelines or studies could further
strengthen its validity.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited are sufficient and cover key aspects of OSMF. However, to strengthen the focus on behavioural intervention for tobacco cessation, adding more recent and globally relevant sources (2020–2025) is recommended. Suggested
additions include the WHO Report on the Global Tobacco Epidemic (2023), systematic reviews on digital cessation tools
	




	
	(Whittaker et al., 2021), and recent updates on OSMF management (Bansal et al., 2022; Arakeri et al., 2023). These would enhance the manuscript’s currency and alignment with international evidence.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Can be improved
	

	Optional/General comments
	*** I wholeheartedly commend the authors for this well- presented case report. It is timely, clinically relevant, and highlights the importance of integrating behavioural strategies with pharmacological management in OSMF.
	



	PART 2:

	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are no ethical issues in this manuscript. The authors have clearly stated that written informed consent was obtained from the patient for publication, and that institutional ethics committee approval was secured. These statements adequately address ethical requirements for a case
report.
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