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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important because it provides a detailed analysis of the Self-Help Group–Bank Linkage Programme (SHG-BLP), which is the world’s largest microfinance movement. It highlights trends, regional differences, and institutional performance over more than a decade, offering valuable insights into financial inclusion in India. The findings will help policymakers, researchers, and practitioners understand the strengths and challenges of SHG-BLP, especially the role of Regional Rural Banks and regional disparities. By doing so, the study contributes to the broader discussion on how microfinance can support economic development and poverty reduction in developing countries.
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	well-written and comprehensive, but a few improvements can make it stronger and more aligned with academic expectations.
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