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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Importance of this manuscript for the scientific community:
This review paper addresses an important topic in Indian agriculture: the role and functioning of Custom Hiring Centers (CHCs). It provides a structured overview of their objectives, advantages, constraints, and policy frameworks. Since CHCs are critical for small and marginal farmers who cannot afford modern farm machinery, this work contributes to discussions on farm mechanization, rural development, and food security. It will be valuable for researchers, policymakers, and practitioners by consolidating historical, policy, and field-based evidence.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and reflects the content clearly.
Optional alternative: “Custom Hiring Centers in Indian Agriculture: Opportunities, Challenges, and Policy Perspectives” – to emphasize the forward-looking aspect.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is well-structured and summarizes objectives, historical development, key findings, and implications.
Suggestion: Include the current number of CHCs (75,915) mentioned in the main text to make it more data-rich and compelling.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and well-supported with recent data (up to 2025). The structure is logical, and the arguments are backed by both statistical evidence and policy documents. Minor improvement: highlight the limitations of existing studies or gaps in knowledge more explicitly.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are comprehensive and include recent publications (2022–2024) along with historical context. They also include government reports and statistical data, which add credibility.
Optional suggestion: Add references on digital platforms and precision mechanization trends, since these are emerging areas in the context of CHCs.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the manuscript is written in clear academic English. Minor grammatical adjustments and sentence restructuring in some places could further improve readability.

	

	Optional/General comments


	Figures and tables are informative; ensure all are numbered consistently (e.g., “Figure 1” and “Figure 2”).
The policy and financial support section could be slightly expanded to cover international experiences for comparison.

The conclusion and suggestions are strong; however, merging overlapping points would make them more concise.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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