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Abstract

In a global landscape marked by algorithmic disruption, a crisis of Islamic narratives, and scholarly fragmentation, a global collaborative platform specifically connecting State Islamic Religious Universities (Perguruan Tinggi Keagamaan Islam Negeri, PTKIN) to strengthen Islamic academic communication and diplomacy is lacking. This article proposes the Global Islamic Universities Consortium (GIUC) as a conceptual response to this gap. GIUC is a collaborative model designed to internationalize Islamic higher education through journalistic communication based on the values of rahmatan lil 'alamin (blessings for the universe) and maqasid sharia (the purposes of Islamic law). With 58 PTKIs in 2022—consisting of 23 UINs (Universitas Islam Negeri), 29 IAINs (Institut Agama Islam Negeri), and 6 STAINs (Sekolah Tinggi Agama Islam Negeri)—the potential for strengthening collaboration is wide open through the right approach. This article uses a pure literature review method to analyze the relevance of GIUC as an integrative framework for academic diplomacy, media literacy, and the promotion of moderate Islam globally. GIUC is positioned as a strategic consortium that strengthens connectivity between PTKIN and positions Islamic educational institutions as key actors in the geopolitics of 21st-century scholarship. This study concludes that GIUC offers conceptual novelty and strong potential as a prototype for Islamic educational diplomacy based on transnational journalistic communication.
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Introduction
In the era of information globalization and algorithmic disruption, the position of Islamic journalistic communication faces significant challenges from the dominance of mainstream media, which often portrays Islam in a biased, negative, and even reductive manner (Aslan & Yildiz, 2024). Within this landscape, State Islamic Religious Universities (Perguruan Tinggi Keagamaan Islam Negeri, PTKIN) under the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia hold strategic potential as centers for developing moderate, scientific, and peaceful Islamic narratives. However, to date, there has been no collaborative platform that systematically connects PTKIN to build a structured, connected, and digitized Islamic scholarly communication ecosystem in the international arena.
Amid the tides of information globalization and algorithmic disruption, State Islamic Religious Universities (PTKIN) under Indonesia's Ministry of Religious Affairs confront not only significant challenges but also promising strategic opportunities. As Islamic higher education institutions, PTKIN not only have academic and research functions but also bear a moral and intellectual responsibility to respond to the dynamics of public information that often portrays Islam in a biased, negative, and even reductive manner (Zainal Abidin & Sabirin, 2019). In this context, PTKIN should be able to produce alternative narratives that are more representative, moderate, and science-based. 
However, this enormous potential has not been fully utilized collectively and systematically. One major problem is information fragmentation, where the production of Islamic discourse within State Islamic Religious Universities (PTKIN) remains fragmented and local, without strong national or international connections. This has weakened the dissemination of moderate and contextual Islamic knowledge in the global digital space. Furthermore, digital infrastructure remains limited in many PTKIN (Ulfia et al., 2025). Their digital communication systems have not been designed to meet the needs of modern public communication, which is based on speed, interactivity, and algorithms. As a result, PTKIN's contribution to shaping digital public opinion about Islam is less than optimal.
Another problem is the shortage of professional human resources in the field of Islamic digital communication (Indra, 2020). From Muslim journalists and Islamic communication academics to digital media managers, there are still significant gaps in quality and quantity between institutions. The digital era requires new capacities in content management, algorithmic understanding, and the ability to strategically frame issues (Saurwein, 2022). 
The lack of strategic collaboration between institutions within State Islamic Religious Universities (PTKIN) is a major obstacle to building a strong, moderate, and influential Islamic communication ecosystem. In the current context of global information dynamics, Islamic communication can no longer be understood solely as a conventional da'wah activity, but must be managed as a strategic practice involving synergy between various institutional actors within the campus environment. This lack of inter-institutional networks has prevented PTKIN's significant potential as centers for the dissemination of moderate Islamic narratives from being optimally developed.
In many PTKIN, various units play a crucial role in the production and dissemination of knowledge, such as the Faculty of Da'wah and Communication, which holds an academic mandate in the development of Islamic communication science; student press units active in the digital public sphere and social media; and research and community service institutions (LP2M) with access to data, scientific publications, and scholarly networks. Unfortunately, however, collaboration between these units remains sporadic and sectoral (Hassan et al., 2016; Yasin et al., 2023). Each operates with an orientation, rhythm, and objectives that are not always coordinated, thus preventing the creation of a strong and sustainable collective narrative.
In fact, to create Islamic communication that has a broad impact and can reach national and international audiences, cross-institutional collaboration is necessary within an integrated campus communications ecosystem (Reyes et al., 2024). Without a strong institutional network, Islamic communication initiatives will continue to be fragmented, unconsolidated, and fail to compete with other, more organized narratives in the digital public sphere, including narratives of extremism, religious disinformation, and Islamophobia.
This lack of strategic collaboration also results in a lack of resource consolidation, both in terms of human resource capacity, budget, and access to communications technology. As a result, Islamic communication initiatives within PTKIN (Private Universities) are often hampered by technical and administrative limitations, and unable to respond quickly and relevantly to contemporary issues. This situation is further exacerbated by the lack of a consortium or joint secretariat that can coordinate Islamic communication programs across PTKINs nationally.
Therefore, it is crucial to design an integrative model that connects faculties, press units, and research institutions within a single collaborative platform. A model like GIUC (Global Islamic University Communication), for example, can be a conceptual and practical solution for building an Islamic communication system that is not only moderate and academic, but also professional, adaptable to the digital era, and aligned with Indonesia's Islamic public diplomacy mission on the global stage.
In other words, the challenges of Islamic communication within PTKIN (Islamic higher education institutions) are not merely issues of content or individual capacity (Tarmizi, 2020), but rather structural issues that require institutional reformulation, cross-unit strategic planning, and the development of a sustainable collaborative system. This is the essential foundation for developing an integrative model in this research.
In response to this gap, the author proposes a new conceptual model called The Global Islamic Universities Consortium (GIUC). GIUC is a strategic consortium among PTKINs focused on strengthening Islamic journalistic communication as a primary instrument for the internationalization of global Islamic education. This concept is not merely administrative in nature, but rather promotes a cross-campus Islamic communication architecture based on the values of maqasid sharia, da'wah ethics, critical media literacy, and digital communication technology.
Conceptually, GIUC bridges the gap between Islamic narratives in academia and the global public sphere by integrating an Islamic journalistic approach as a medium for public diplomacy and Islamic soft power. This consortium aims to strengthen communication connectivity between PTKIN (Islamic higher education institutions), elevate the credibility of Indonesian Islam on the global stage, and position Islamic educational institutions as key actors in the geopolitics of 21st-century scholarship.
To date, no scholarly study has directly combined the communication function of Islamic journalistic communication, the internationalization agenda of PTKIN, and global Islamic educational diplomacy in a single systematic model. This article offers GIUC as an original conceptual contribution, which is expected to become a new academic reference in the development of Islamic education grounded in the values of rahmatan lil 'alamin (blessing for the universe), moderation, and global ethics.
The literature review in this article is structured around four main theoretical pillars that form the conceptual basis of the Global Islamic University Consortium (GIUC) concept. The first pillar is Islamic journalistic communication theory, which explains the role of media and journalism as instruments in conveying Islamic values in a moderate and constructive manner in the global public sphere. The second framework, the internationalization of Islamic higher education, discusses the dynamics of globalization in the context of Islamic universities, as well as strategies for enhancing the competitiveness and international networks of these institutions.
The third pillar is the global academic consortium model, which provides a framework for how networks of higher education institutions can form cross-national synergies to strengthen institutional capacity and research collaboration. Finally, this review is also grounded in a public diplomacy approach that prioritizes moderate Islamic values as soft power to build intercivilizational dialogue and a positive image of Islam internationally. Thus, these four pillars complement each other in providing the conceptual foundation for GIUC as a strategic model for the internationalization of Islamic higher education based on journalistic communication and academic diplomacy. First, Islamic journalistic communication is defined as a mass communication activity based on the principles of honesty, justice, enjoining good and forbidding evil, and Islamic ethical values derived from the Qur'an and Hadith. This concept is supported by the thinking of contemporary Muslim journalists and theorization from classical sources of Islamic jurisprudence. This model of Islamic journalism also prioritizes the mission of da'wah, education, and advocacy for the community in a peaceful and constructive manner.
Second, the internationalization of Islamic education encompasses strategies for expanding networks, academic exchanges, global curriculum standardization, and scientific diplomacy between Islamic countries. Studies by Altbach & Knight (2007) and Qiang (2003) are used to frame the concept of internationalization within the framework of Islamic universities. Third, academic consortia are understood as forms of institutional alliances based on collaborative research, publications, and the mobility of faculty and students. References from Harman (2005) and Kehm & Teichler (2007) are used to explain the importance of formal frameworks in building sustainable academic networks. Fourth, an Islamic-based public diplomacy approach is developed from the ideas of Zaharna (2010) and Nye (2004) on soft power, as well as the integration of the maqashid sharia as an instrument of value in international interactions. In the context of GIUC, this diplomacy is carried out through cross-border journalistic communication to convey a peaceful, intellectual, and solution-oriented image of Islam. This entire literature framework forms the basis for a critical analysis of the need for GIUC as a response to the gap in PTKIN's communication structure at the global level and as an Islamic education strategy based on collaboration, ethics, and global openness.
Methodology
This study employs a qualitative approach with a narrative literature review, focusing on conceptual analysis and theoretical synthesis of relevant sources to build an argumentative basis for the Global Islamic University Consortium (GIUC) initiative. This approach was chosen to explore and integrate literature related to Islamic journalistic communication, the internationalization of Islamic higher education, global academic consortium models, and public diplomacy based on moderate Islamic values. The primary objective of this approach was to systematically formulate a theoretical model of GIUC (Global Islamic University Consortium) as an integrative framework in the fields of Islamic journalistic communication, academic networking, and Islamic educational diplomacy based on Sharia values. This approach was chosen due to its conceptual and theoretical nature, prioritizing in-depth analysis of the literature over field data collection (Saunders et al., 2018).
The researcher employed a descriptive-analytical method in reading and interpreting various relevant literature (Eltigani et al., 2024). The descriptive-analytical method involves two main stages. First, the descriptive stage focuses on identifying, collecting, and organizing relevant literature related to the core concepts of the study—such as Islamic journalistic communication, the internationalization of Islamic higher education, global academic consortium models, and public diplomacy rooted in moderate Islamic values. In this stage, the researcher summarizes key arguments, frameworks, and findings from selected scholarly works. Second, the analytical stage interprets and critically engages with these sources to extract patterns, evaluate relationships between concepts, and synthesize insights. This process goes beyond mere summarization by offering a conceptual integration that supports the proposed model—the Global Islamic Universities Consortium (GIUC). The method allows the researcher to construct a coherent conceptual framework through qualitative reasoning rather than empirical data collection. 
Descriptive-analytical here means that the research process aims not only to describe facts or information found in the literature but also to analyze and connect conceptual meanings that can form a new scientific synthesis (Sovacool & Hess, 2017). The primary focus of the analysis lies in how conceptual elements in Islamic communication, the internationalization of Islamic higher education, and digital diplomacy can be integrated into a single theoretical model called GIUC.
The data sources used in this study include reputable international scientific journals, particularly those indexed by Scopus, scholarly books published between 2023 and 2025, and academic manuscripts from various digital repositories. A systematic literature search was conducted through platforms such as Google Scholar, DOAJ, SpringerLink, and the digital libraries of international Islamic universities, including Al-Azhar University, the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), and various UINs in Indonesia. Researchers prioritized sources that were thematically relevant, up-to-date in terms of publications, and possessed high academic authority.
To ensure the validity of the data and conceptual validity of the model, the researchers employed source triangulation techniques. Literature from various types and sources—including journals, books, and policy documents—was used to strengthen the findings and broaden the scope of perspectives. The researchers also engaged in limited discussions with academics and experts in the fields of Islamic communication and Islamic higher education to obtain critical input and refine the model. The entire process of literature search, data selection, and analysis steps was documented in detail to maintain transparency and traceability.
Through this methodological approach, the research is expected to provide a formulation of the GIUC model that is not only conceptual, but also systematic, replicable, and relevant as a basis for developing strategic collaboration between PTKIN (Islamic higher education institutions) in addressing the challenges of Islamic communication in the global and digital era.





Results and Discussion
Integrated Narrative: Moderate Islam, Academic Diplomacy, and the Strategic Role of GIUC on the Global Stage
Table 1. Scopus-Indexed Documents with the Highest Citations Related to Maqāṣid al-Shari‘ah, Islamic Communication, Islamic University Network, and Islamic Digital Diplomacy
	Rank
	Author(s)
	Title
	Year
	Source
	Citations
	Abstract (Summary)

	1
	Sageman, M.
	Understanding Terror Networks
	2004
	Book
	2,110
	This book examines the global Salafi jihadist terrorist network. Sageman emphasizes the importance of understanding the social networks that facilitate radicalization, not just conventional factors such as poverty or low education.

	2
	Sageman, M.
	Leaderless Jihad: Terror Networks in the Twenty-first Century
	2011
	Book
	1,030
	It explains how radicalization develops in loose, leaderless networks. It focuses on the process of moral outrage and the role of the internet in shaping radical collective action.

	3
	Ismail Al‐Alawi et al.
	Organizational culture and knowledge sharing: Critical success factors
	2007
	Article
	581
	It examines the role of trust, communication, information systems, and organizational structures in supporting knowledge sharing in organizations in Bahrain.

	4
	Rollinson, D. et al.
	Time to set the agenda for schistosomiasis elimination
	2013
	Article
	451
	It highlights the global strategy for eliminating schistosomiasis through a cross-sectoral approach including preventive medicine, clean water, sanitation, and behavior change.

	5
	Wiktorowicz
	Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach
	2004
	Book
	441
	It uses social movement theory to explain Islamic activism in various countries. It offers a theoretical approach to the dynamics of Islamic political contestation.

	6
	Howard, P.N.
	The Digital Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Information Technology and Political Islam
	2010
	Book
	429
	It analyzes how information technology strengthens political discourse and democratic movements in Muslim-majority countries.

	7
	Haniffa, R., Hudaib, M.
	Exploring the ethical identity of Islamic Banks via communication in annual reports
	2007
	Article
	405
	It evaluates the gap between the ideal ethical identity and the actual communication of Islamic banks based on their annual reports.

	8
	Achcar & Goshgarian 
	The People Want: A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising
	2013
	Book
	261
	It traces the structural roots of the Arab uprisings since 2010, including the economic, social, and political influence of Islamic actors.

	9
	Olson, D., Zoubi, T.A.
	Using accounting ratios to distinguish between Islamic and conventional banks in the GCC region
	2008
	Article
	212
	Using 26 financial ratios to differentiate Islamic and conventional banks in the GCC region, with high classification success using advanced statistical methods.

	10
	Souiden & Rani
	Consumer attitudes and purchase intentions toward Islamic banks: The influence of religiosity
	2015
	Article
	192
	A study of how religiosity influences consumer attitudes and purchase intentions toward Islamic banks in Tunisia.


Over the past decade, developments in the study of contemporary Islam have shown that Islamic identity is no longer confined solely to theological expressions or rituals. Instead, it has evolved into a complex narrative encompassing sociopolitical dynamics, institutional ethics, and transnational discourse. Studies by Sageman (2004; 2011) emphasize the central role of social networks in shaping radicalization, challenging conventional views that attribute extremism merely to ideology or economic deprivation. In Understanding Terror Networks and Leaderless Jihad, Sageman illustrates how solidarity, interpersonal trust, and digital interaction serve as catalysts for the spread of militant Islam. Yet, these same networks can also serve as the foundation for peaceful and productive global collaboration.
It is within this context that the Global Islamic University Consortium (GIUC) emerges as a collaborative model that is not only relevant but also strategically positioned to elevate the global image of Indonesian Islam. By adopting Islamic values—particularly maqāṣid al-sharī‘ah and the principle of moderation (wasatiyyah)—as its narrative foundation, GIUC offers an ethical framework that resonates with the international academic community. Maqāṣid al-sharī‘ah, or the higher objectives of Islamic law, provides a universalist, inclusive, and rational foundation for education, emphasizing human dignity, intellectual freedom, and the public good.
The literature on Islamic financial ethics reinforces this proposition. Haniffa & Hudaib (2007), along with Olson & Zoubi (2008), underscore the need for coherence between Islamic normative values and organizational governance. Similarly, Souiden & Rani (2015) reveal that public trust in Islamic institutions is largely determined by ethical communication and the integration of religious principles with professional practice. These insights highlight that institutions such as Indonesia’s Islamic State Higher Education Institutions (PTKIN), which are part of the GIUC, must go beyond promoting moderate Islam rhetorically. They must embody it in transparent, accountable, and globally-engaged academic governance.
Another strategic dimension lies in GIUC’s potential to utilize digital communication technologies as tools for educational diplomacy. As Howard (2010) explains, the internet now serves as the primary arena for identity formation and political discourse among global Muslim communities. Online platforms, academic networks, and transnational dialogue forums represent a new infrastructure for contemporary Islamic discourse—one that is fluid, decentralized, and intellectually vibrant. In this landscape, GIUC plays a critical role as a connector between Indonesian Muslim academia and the broader Islamic world, contributing to a global narrative of Islam that is peaceful, enlightened, and future-oriented.
Furthermore, interdisciplinary approaches to Islam—exemplified by Rollinson et al. (2013) and Ismail Al‐Alawi et al. (2007)—demonstrate that the success of Islamic institutions in addressing global challenges depends on their ability to build networks, foster cross-sectoral synergy, and engage with society at large. GIUC is not merely a consortium of universities; it is a platform for knowledge diplomacy, capable of addressing global concerns such as radicalism, misinformation, sustainable development, and social justice through scholarly collaboration and ethical engagement.
In conclusion, the integration of maqāṣid al-sharī‘ah, Islamic moderation, and transnational digital communication serves as a critical axis for positioning PTKIN as global actors in the epistemic geopolitics of contemporary Islam. GIUC represents not just a collaborative platform, but a grand narrative in itself—one in which Indonesian Islam, with its deep cultural heritage and inclusive values, offers a tangible and peaceful alternative to global Islamic discourse. Amidst the challenges of globalization and identity-based geopolitics, GIUC affirms that a moderate, open, and knowledge-driven Islam is not only possible, but necessary, for the future.
Achievements of Indonesian State Islamic Universities (PTKIN) in 2024
Table 2. Top-Cited Scopus Documents on Maqāṣid al-Sharī‘ah, Islamic Communication, University Networks, and Digital Diplomacy
	Rank
	University
	World Ranking Score
	Status

	1
	Universitas Muhammadiyah Prof Dr Hamka
	269
	Non- PTKIN (Private Islamic University)

	2
	Universitas Alma Ata Bantul
	523
	Non- PTKIN

	3
	Universitas Muhammadiyah Sumatra Utara
	651
	Non- PTKIN

	4
	Universitas Muhammadiyah Jakarta
	794
	Non- PTKIN

	5
	Universitas Islam Negeri Raden Intan Lampung
	823
	PTKIN

	6
	Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan Ampel Surabaya
	898
	PTKIN

	7
	Universitas Islam Negeri Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta
	944
	PTKIN

	8
	Universitas Islam Darul Ulum
	1026
	Non- PTKIN

	9
	Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung
	1120
	PTKIN

	10
	Universitas Muhammadiyah Surabaya
	1189
	Non- PTKIN


Source: (Budiman, 2024)
Based on the table above, Indonesian state-owned Islamic universities (PTKIN) occupy positions 5, 6, 7, and 9, while the rest are private Islamic universities. The Webometrics Impact Rank assessment is calculated based on the number of backlinks from other websites that refer to the university's website. This data is taken from Ahrefs and Majestic, SEO (Search Engine Optimization) tools, from August to January. Of the three indicators, visibility carries the highest weighting, at 50%, compared to the other two indicators: openness and excellence. The more backlinks from other reputable websites, the higher the ranking. However, the number of backlinks must also be diverse, with domains referring to the university website (referral domains).
The importance of the university rankings released by Webometrics is that they serve as a reference for prospective students in choosing a good university, in addition to accreditation, major options, and facilities available on campus. Overall, the Webometrics ranking for Islamic, state, and private universities, the University of Indonesia (UI) remains in first place, followed by Gadjah Mada University (UGM) and Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB).
QS World University Rankings (QS WUR) 2024: Results and Implications
Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University (UIN) Jakarta has achieved a significant milestone in the history of Indonesian Islamic higher education by successfully entering the ranks of the world's best universities in the 2024 QS World University Rankings (QS WUR) in the subject of Theology, Divinity & Religious Studies. In an official release accessed on April 15, 2024, UIN Jakarta was ranked 122nd in the world, included in the ranking cluster 101–140, and became the only State Islamic Religious College (PTKIN) that successfully passed the QS WUR ranking selection in this field.
This success not only reflects the institution's academic achievements but also demonstrates that PTKIN (Private Islamic University) is capable of competing globally amidst the dominance of large universities with established academic traditions. In the same ranking cluster, UIN Jakarta is alongside several renowned universities such as the University of Freiburg, Goethe-University Frankfurt am Main, Seoul National University, and Cornell University. All four are known for their long histories and strong academic contributions in the fields of religious studies and humanities, making UIN Jakarta's presence on the list a strategic achievement full of symbolic and substantial meaning.
This achievement was achieved through an assessment of four main indicators: academic reputation (52.9), citations per paper (89.3), employer reputation (48), and citation H-index (74.7). The high citations per paper score indicates that the scientific works published by UIN academics have high citation power globally, signifying a significant contribution to the development of Islamic science and the social and humanities.
The Rector of UIN Jakarta, Prof. Asep Saepudin Jahar expressed his gratitude for this achievement, emphasizing that it was the result of the hard work of all campus elements and the strong support of the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia. UIN Jakarta's participation in the QS rankings by Subject is also a first, and directly establishes UIN as the sole representative of PTKIN on the global academic stage in the field of Islamic studies.
The Head of the World Class University (WCU) Task Force, Prof. Maila Dinia Husni Rahiem, explained that this achievement is due to the synergy of various faculties, particularly those specializing in Islamic studies, such as the Faculty of Ushuluddin (Islamic Theology), the Faculty of Dirasat Islamiyah (Islamic Studies), and the Faculty of Sharia and Law (Khoeron, 2025). More than half of UIN Jakarta's publications come from the social sciences and humanities, including Islamic theology, comparative religion, and contemporary Islamic studies, which directly supports UIN's position in this ranking.
This achievement also demonstrates UIN Jakarta's consistency in implementing the agenda for internationalizing Islamic higher education, one of which is through the formation of the WCU Task Force led by Prof. Maila and under the coordination of the Vice Rector for Academic Affairs, Prof. Dr. Ahmad Tholabi Kharlie. This team is tasked with encouraging increased institutional competitiveness so that UIN Jakarta can occupy a more strategic position in global and regional rankings, including achieving its future target of ranking 127th in the QS Southeast Asia Ranking and 751–800th in the QS Asia Ranking.
This internationalization effort is being carried out through several strategies, including expanding cross-border academic collaboration networks, developing inbound and outbound lecturer and student mobility programs, increasing the quantity and quality of international publications, and strengthening participation in global scientific forums. With this achievement, UIN Jakarta affirms its position not only as a leading Islamic educational institution in Indonesia, but also as a key player in the global academic constellation, capable of upholding moderate Islamic values in the scientific sphere and international educational diplomacy. This achievement also paves the way for other PTKIN (Islamic Higher Education Institutions) to strengthen academic quality and establish a strategic position in the global higher education landscape in the future.
GIUC Model: Integration of Islamic Journalistic Communication, Cross-Continental Academic Networks, and Educational Diplomacy
These three elements form a strategic platform to address the fragmentation of Islamic narratives in the global public sphere and to build an authentic and scholarly representation of Islam. GIUC can be realized through three operational stages: First, the establishment of an integrated digital communication system between PTKINs, focusing on scientific publications, journalistic content, and digital diplomacy. Second, strengthening an internationally based Islamic communication curriculum that can be collaborated across countries and institutions. Third, establishing a GIUC secretariat as the central hub for managing the infrastructure for academic collaboration, research diplomacy, and human resource exchange.
The GIUC (Global Islamic University Consortium) model is a framework that integrates three main dimensions to address the fragmentation of Islamic narratives in the global public sphere and build an authentic and scholarly representation of Islam. These dimensions include Islamic journalistic communication based on the maqasid sharia (the principles of Islamic law), a cross-continental academic network of State Islamic Religious Universities (PTKIN), and a consortium structure as a system of educational diplomacy. These three elements form a strategic platform for collaboration and the development of Islamic scholarship relevant to global challenges.
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Figure 1. Key Dimensions of the GIUC Model
The GIUC Model is built on three main pillars that support and reinforce each other:
1. Islamic Journalistic Communication Based on Maqasid Sharia
This dimension emphasizes the importance of journalistic communication based on the principles of maqasid sharia (the objectives of sharia). Maqasid sharia is the ethical and moral framework that guides Muslims in all aspects of life, including communication. These principles include:
· Hifz ad-Din (Preservation of Religion): Journalistic communication must contribute to a correct understanding of Islam and prevent the distortion or misuse of religious teachings.
· Hifz an-Nafs (Preservation of the Soul): Journalistic communication must respect human dignity and avoid all forms of violence, hatred, or discrimination.
· Hifz al-Aql (Preservation of Reason): Journalistic communication must encourage critical thinking, rationality, and the search for truth.
· Hifz an-Nasl (Preservation of Offspring): Journalistic communication must protect the family and moral values that support the healthy development of generations.
· Hifz al-Mal (Preservation of Property): Journalistic communication must promote economic justice and prevent corruption or oppression.
By being grounded in the maqasid sharia, Islamic journalistic communication can be an effective tool for building a positive image of Islam, addressing misconceptions, and promoting universal values such as peace, justice, and tolerance.
2. Cross-Continental Academic Network of PTKIN
This dimension emphasizes the importance of building a strong academic network between PTKINs around the world. This network aims to:
· Sharing Knowledge and Experience: PTKINs can exchange knowledge, experiences, and best practices in education, research, and community service.
· Research Collaboration: PTKINs can collaborate on research projects relevant to global issues facing the Muslim community.
· Student and Lecturer Exchange: PTKIN can facilitate student and lecturer exchanges to improve the quality of education and broaden global perspectives.
· Curriculum Development: PTKIN can collaborate to develop curricula relevant to the needs of the global community and grounded in Islamic values.

Operational Stages of the GIUC Model
To realize the GIUC model, three operational stages are required:
1. Establishing an Integrated Digital Communication System
The first stage is the establishment of an integrated digital communication system between PTKINs. This system will focus on:
· Scientific Publications: Facilitating scientific publications from PTKIN lecturers and researchers in reputable international journals.
· Journalistic Content: Producing high-quality and balanced journalistic content on issues of Islam and the Muslim world.
· Digital Diplomacy: Utilizing social media and other digital platforms to build a positive image of Islam and build relationships with various parties.
2. Strengthening the Internationally Based Islamic Communication Curriculum
The second stage is strengthening the internationally based Islamic communication curriculum. This curriculum will:
· Integrating Maqasid Sharia Values: Ensuring that the values of Maqasid Sharia are integrated into all courses and learning activities.
· Developing Global Communication Skills: Training students to develop effective communication skills in a global context.
· Promoting Critical Thinking: Encouraging students to think critically and analytically about contemporary issues facing Muslims.
3. Establishing the GIUC Secretariat
The third phase is the establishment of the GIUC Secretariat as the focal point for managing the infrastructure for academic collaboration, research diplomacy, and human resource exchange. This Secretariat will be responsible for:
· Coordinating GIUC Activities: Ensuring that GIUC activities run effectively and efficiently.
· Establishing Partner Relationships: Building and maintaining relationships with strategic partners in various countries.
· Managing Finances: Managing GIUC finances transparently and accountably.
· Monitoring and Evaluation: Monitoring and evaluating GIUC activities to ensure that GIUC's objectives are achieved.
This cross-continental academic network will strengthen PTKIN's position as centers of excellence in Islamic studies and contribute to the development of knowledge that benefits humanity.
4. Consortium Structure as an Educational Diplomacy System
This dimension emphasizes the importance of establishing a strong consortium structure to manage and coordinate GIUC activities. This consortium structure will function as:
· Educational Diplomacy Platform: The consortium will serve as a platform for establishing relationships with educational institutions and governments in various countries.
· Fundraising: The consortium will raise funds from various sources to support GIUC activities.
· Quality Standards Development: The consortium will develop quality standards for Islamic education and ensure that PTKIN (Islamic State Universities) meet these standards.
· Advocacy: The consortium will advocate for the interests of Islamic education globally.
This consortium structure will ensure that GIUC operates effectively and sustainably and positively impacts the global community.
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Figure 2. Achieving GIUC Objectives
Through these operational stages, the GIUC model is expected to become an effective platform for addressing the fragmentation of Islamic narratives in the global public sphere and building an authentic and scientific representation of Islam. This model is also expected to contribute to the development of knowledge that benefits humanity and creates a more peaceful and just world.
In practice, GIUC will encourage the active involvement of lecturers, students, Muslim journalists, and Islamic thinkers from various countries to shape a global narrative of Islam that is ethical and rahmatan lil 'alamin (blessing for all the universe). Through organizing joint conferences, publishing international journals, and collaborative research, GIUC serves as an alternative space to the dominance of Western discourse on Islam. Negative coverage of Islam in Western media is not a phenomenon that emerged in a vacuum, but rather is part of a long history of often antagonistic relations between the Islamic world and the West. This tension is rooted in differences in cultural histories, value systems, and the construction of collective identities that have developed since the era of colonialism, Orientalism, and the post-Cold War era. The discourse of "Islam as a threat" flourished after the events of September 11, 2001, systematically shaping the image of Islam in terms of violence, intolerance, and backwardness (Kabir et al., 2018).
Said (1977), in his work "Orientalism," has shown that representations of the Islamic world in Western narratives are often not neutral, but rather laden with stereotypes and distortions that serve hegemonic interests. In this context, global journalism plays a crucial role—both as a means of reproducing dominant discourses and as a potential space for resistance and counter-narratives.

Unfortunately, Islamic universities and institutions of higher education in various countries still lag behind in building global communication networks capable of articulating alternative narratives about Islam that are more accurate, peaceful, and constructive. This information gap and imbalance in narrative power are the reasons behind the urgency of establishing the Global Islamic University Consortium (GIUC).
The importance of establishing the Global Islamic University Consortium (GIUC) cannot be separated from the dominance of Islamic discourse shaped by Western media. The prevailing narrative tends to marginalize Islam by linking it to violence and extremism, particularly after 9/11. This representation aligns with Van Dijk's (1998) ideological square theory, in which the media emphasizes a positive image of one's own group (the West) and a negative one of the "other" (Muslims). Differences in cultural values also reinforce this polarization. While the West prioritizes individual rights, Muslim societies emphasize community rights and collective values based on the Quran. Unfortunately, the actions of radical groups reinforce this negative stigma, even though the majority of Muslims reject it.
GIUC exists as a collective effort to build a counter-narrative, promote moderate Islam, and strengthen global academic cooperation for a more just and proportionate cross-cultural understanding. GIUC is intended not only as an academic forum, but also as a communications consortium for Islamic journalism capable of uniting the strengths of Islamic educational institutions in various countries to: 1) Develop an independent, ethical, and Islamic-values-based media ecosystem; 2) Provide a platform for the production and dissemination of Islamic knowledge to a global audience; 3) Respond systematically and scientifically to various negative narratives circulating in the global public sphere.
Through a collaborative approach across countries and institutions, GIUC has the potential to strengthen the position of state Islamic universities in the context of the internationalization of education, while simultaneously becoming a key actor in shaping an inclusive and authoritative global Islamic public sphere. Herein lies the importance of repositioning state Islamic universities as knowledge producers and agents of cross-border social change. GIUC also strengthens the role of Indonesian PTKIN (Private Islamic University) as a global academic leader in the field of Islamic communication. Thus, GIUC has the potential to become a blueprint for global Islamic educational diplomacy based on journalistic communication. GIUC's strength lies not only in its original and contextual content, but also in its strong implementation capacity, as it relies on established institutional strength under the Indonesian Ministry of Religious Affairs. GIUC is a strategic initiative based on Islamic journalistic communication designed to address the challenges of the internationalization of PTKIN and the crisis of Islamic representation on the global stage. 
As an academic consortium, GIUC offers a structured, standardized, collaborative framework oriented toward moderate Islamic values and the maqashid sharia. GIUC's main contribution lies in the integration of academic diplomacy, digital communication networks, and the power of Islamic journalism as an instrument of soft power. This article concludes that GIUC has a great potential to become a model of 21st-century Islamic educational diplomacy that not only elevates the dignity of Indonesian Islamic scholarship but also reconstructs the face of Islam globally. It is recommended that the Indonesian Ministry of Religious Affairs, PTKIN throughout Indonesia, and partner Islamic universities worldwide immediately establish a GIUC secretariat as a concrete initial step. Further research is recommended to develop a GIUC implementation roadmap, including measuring the impact of global communication and Islamic scientific diplomacy within the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), digital transformation, and world peace.

Conclusion
This research concludes that The Global Islamic Universities Consortium (GIUC) represents a strategic and transformative conceptual innovation in strengthening the position of State Islamic Religious Universities (PTKIN) on the global stage, particularly in the realms of Islamic communication, educational diplomacy, and international academic collaboration. Amidst global challenges such as algorithmic disruption, the crisis of Islamic narratives, and the lack of collaborative platforms between PTKIN, GIUC emerges as an integrative model that builds synergy between academics, Islamic educational institutions, and the global public sphere. The GIUC model is built on three main, mutually reinforcing pillars:
1. Islamic Journalistic Communication Based on Maqasid Sharia, which places communication activities within an Islamic ethical and spiritual framework. By emphasizing the five principles of maqasid—hifz ad-din, hifz an-nafs, hifz al-aql, hifz an-nasl, and hifz al-mal—Islamic journalistic communication is directed not only at conveying information but also at preserving values, upholding human dignity, encouraging critical thinking, and promoting justice and peace. This dimension makes Islamic communication an instrument of moderate da'wah and constructive soft power in the international public sphere.
2. The Cross-Continental PTKIN Academic Network, which serves as a collaborative foundation among Islamic higher education institutions. Through knowledge exchange, research collaboration, student and lecturer mobility, and joint curriculum development, this network strengthens PTKIN's position as a global actor in the development of contextual and applicable Islamic knowledge. This network is also a crucial instrument in shaping a generation of Muslim academics and intellectuals with a global perspective, moderate attitudes, and a humanitarian orientation.
3. The Consortium Structure as an Educational Diplomacy System, designed to carry out coordinative and advocacy functions in a structured manner. The GIUC Consortium serves not only as a platform for Islamic educational diplomacy in various countries, but also as a system for mobilizing resources, developing quality standards, and advocating for globally competitive Islamic education. With a robust institutional structure, GIUC enables the sustainable management of PTKIN's internationalization mission collectively.
By integrating these three pillars, GIUC not only offers novelty as a new concept in Islamic education diplomacy, but also provides a strategic direction that can be replicated by other PTKIN in order to strengthen the position of Indonesian Islamic scholarship in the global order. This consortium addresses the gap in narratives and representations of Islam in the global public sphere through a collaborative, scientific, and ethical approach. GIUC also has great potential to become a prototype of Islamic public diplomacy based on journalistic communication and a digitally coordinated, cross-continental academic network. Ultimately, GIUC becomes an important foundation in shaping a more just, moderate, and inclusive global Islamic communication ecosystem—which in turn will strengthen the legitimacy of Indonesian Islamic higher education as a key actor in the geopolitics of knowledge in the 21st century.
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