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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical and under-researched topic: the role of private health schools in addressing health workforce shortages in low-resource settings, using the "Le Bouctou" network in Mali as a case study. It contributes valuable empirical evidence by applying the AMAQ-SUP quality framework and combining quantitative and qualitative data to assess training quality, graduate employment, and alignment with national health priorities. The findings are directly relevant to policymakers, educators, and public health planners seeking to integrate private training institutions into national health workforce strategies. Moreover, the study highlights practical recommendations for improving quality assurance, rural access, and gender equity in health education.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear, specific, and accurately reflects the study’s content. It specifies both the focus (private health schools and workforce shortages) and the case study (Le Bouctou network in Mali). No change is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, covering background, methods, results, and conclusions in a structured and concise way. It clearly communicates the study design (mixed-methods), main findings (graduate numbers, pass rates, employment rates, strengths, and gaps), and implications. One possible enhancement would be to explicitly mention the AMAQ-SUP evaluation framework in the methods section of the abstract to highlight the structured quality assessment approach.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The study design is appropriate, combining administrative data, graduate surveys, and stakeholder interviews. The methodology is clearly described, the analysis uses suitable statistical and qualitative approaches, and findings are supported by data. Limitations are acknowledged, including self-report bias and single-network scope. The conclusions are consistent with the results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient, up-to-date, and relevant, covering WHO standards, national reports, and peer-reviewed literature up to 2024–2025. There is a good balance between local and international sources. A minor suggestion is to add more recent literature on graduate tracking systems in health education to strengthen the discussion on employment monitoring gaps.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. The language is clear, formal, and suitable for academic publishing. Minor stylistic refinements could improve conciseness in some sections, but overall readability is high.


	

	Optional/General comments


	
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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