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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overview

This article presents the idea of a Global Islamic Universities Consortium (GIUC), to strengthen Islamic journalistic communication, in response to a lack of a collaborative platform among State Islamic Religious Universities (PTKIN). The aim is to bridge the gap between Islamic academic narratives, and the global public sphere, by integrating an Islamic journalistic approach for public diplomacy and Islamic soft power. GIUC is viewed as an alternative space to the dominance of Western discourse on Islam.

General Comments

Communicating Islam is welcome in order to pursue intercultural understanding in an increasingly plural world. The article is clearly written, with literature on Islamic theory and Higher Education, the academic consortium mode, and moderate Islamic values as the conceptual base for the GIUC. 

However, the article aims to counter the dominance of Western Islam discourse, so it would be useful to discuss the latter to give meaning to the global context. (A summary is below)

Islam encourages community rather than individual rights. However, being a community at the expense of individual rights and freedoms is what makes Middle Eastern nations different from Western liberal democracies. Eastern countries put the community first, as their culture derives from Islamic values in the Quran, with most of their societies predominantly Muslim. Islam in its original form is a religion, and also an ideology, so that many Muslims throughout history have aimed to rule society according to its beliefs and teachings. Today, the West is witnessing many terrorist groups claiming to be Islamists, and exacting power and privilege over other people. They invade, rape and kill to demonstrate there is nothing religious or scared, and most Muslims would agree this is not what their creed is about. Thus, Western Islam discourse supports Van Dijk’s ideological square (1998), and that the positive perception of selves and negative perception of others engenders a polarisation in ideologies, and a binary opposition between different groups (in this case, Muslims and others). Therefore, Western media present “we” as a favourable interpretation, and “they” (Islam and Muslims) as unfavourable through the application of the ideological square, and the teaching of their intended ideologies (Kuo and Nakamura 2005).

This information should be included in order for readers to understand the basis of Western discourse, and its theoretical concept (Van Dijk’s ideological square). 

Specific Comments

1. Research Method – this uses a descriptive-interpretative analysis of a range of literature for triangulation, reliability and validity. The approach is criticised for ‘method slurring’, as knower and known are inseparable (see Alligood et al, 1994 and Baker et al, 1992). For example, is the author Muslim to perhaps give bias to the data interpretations?  This issue needs addressing to assist reader judgements. 

2. Islam-Global Gap

The author’s stated aim is to bridge the gap between Islamic academic narratives, and the global public sphere. How to achieve this is not explicitly addressed, but there are initiatives that support this agenda. The Narrative Change Academy (NCA) is a socio-political platform operating across political, ethnic and religious boundaries, to focus on Islam and the West,  and  provide discussion on how to shape a pluralist society. The Collegium of Intercultural Communication Matters (https://icm.uwu.ai/) also has this schedule, following large-scale research demonstrating the political, social and economic costs of miscommunication. It would be good to expand on these ideas in the final discussion, and make recommendations for further investigations to progress relations between human beings.

Final Comment

I enjoyed the article, as it gave detailed information on Islamic issues, and with some attention to the suggestions above, it should make good impact on readers, and provide information that is valuable to progress further.
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