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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study examines a fundamental aspect of rural development in Imo State in Nigeria, by modelling the distribution of road infrastructure as a development index. It is important for the field of science because it offers detailed baseline information on distribution of road networks (federal, state, local government and communal) in rural communities; and provides quantitative analysis of infrastructural inequality using the Gini Index. Also, the study highlight the socio-economic impacts of poor road networks on agricultural productivity, mobility and community welfare – with implications for government policy formulation and rural infrastructure planning in Nigeria and similar developing countries.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes the title is quite appropriate and clearly describes the scope and content of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract describes the main features of the study: goal, method, major findings, and recommendations. The description would probably be improved with a brief sentence on the sample size (627 respondents) and statistical method (Gini index, t-test) used.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes the manuscript is scientifically sound. The research design is appropriate for the purpose of the research, the sampling methodology is explained well and the statistical analysis is applied in appropriate manner. The conclusions are logical from the findings.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are interesting. But they would be better served by incorporating a few publications in future (post-2020) which concern rural road infrastructure and rural development in sub-Saharan Africa. [ Suggestions ]

· Adebayo A., Gbagbo, A. & Wairu, G. (1921). Rural infrastructure and agricultural productivity in Nigeria: A review. African Development Review.

· UN-Habitat (2022). Rural accessibility and sustainable development goals.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Generally language is understood and well spoken. But some minor grammatical errors and unnatural phraseology can be found in several sections. Please have the language polished/editing done before final publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	As the text provides great insight into how rural infrastructure development is being discussed in Nigeria, it makes for good listening and provides some useful suggestions. Little editing is needed in the language and references for recent literature are recommended.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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