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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper extends our understanding of plant-microbe interactions with a particular emphasis on mulberry (Morus indica L.) - the main crop in sericulture. The application of growth-stimulating endophytic bacteria in nursery conditions is an environmentally friendly and sustainable option instead of chemical inputs. The research supplies in vivo proof of improved growth factors such as shoot length, root growth, and survival rate hence, it is of practical significance to mulberry farming and silk industry.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear, informative, and accurately reflects the content of the manuscript. No change needed.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is quite detailed, but there is still some room for a little improvement. It ought to concisely mention the growth attributes that showed a significant increase (e.g. shoot length, root weight, etc.) in order to highlight the main message more vividly. Additionally, note the time of the experiment (90 days) for better understanding.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the paper is very strong scientifically. The experiment is carefully planned and executed with adequate controls and replications. The analysis and results are clearly presented in tables. The discussion is consistent with the aims and appropriate research is used as evidence.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and they cover classical as well as recent literature (until 2018). In any case, the manuscript would get more power if it contained additionally current investigations after 2019 especially those that concern endophytes in mulberry or other similar plants.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language used is mostly suitable for academic communication, however, there are several minor grammar mistakes and some inconsistency in verb tenses that appear in the text. A revision and correction by a professional editor are suggested to improve the readability of the text and make it more polished.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This work has been conducted in a careful and thorough manner and also brings new and important facts to the agricultural microbiology and silkworm rearing sectors. The provision of photographs (nursery stage and plant growth) is effective.

Though, the manner of discussion and the language need slight corrections to get better flow in the manuscript.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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