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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the research community as it highlights the complex interrelationship between indigenous women's access to health care in Guatemala and their cultural beliefs and structural challenges. The research documented male-dominated decision-making processes, religious beliefs, and reliance on traditional healers and treatments, and provided important insights into the population's specific health behaviors and barriers. The findings point to the need for culturally sensitive health care and policy interventions critical for indigenous communities. This research study provides valuable knowledge for marginalized groups that can inform scholarly dialogue and practical efforts to improve their health equity and outcomes.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of this research accurately reflects the cultural and structural factors that affect indigenous women's access to health care, and also highlights them. The title of this research seems very accurate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Based on the material provided, the abstract of the article highlights several key findings, such as male-dominated decision-making processes, reliance on traditional healers and treatments, and the influence of religious beliefs on the health and treatment of Guatemalan indigenous women. These points provide a good overview of the focus of the study.

However, to make the abstract more comprehensive, consider the following suggestions:

1. Include research methods: Briefly mention the methodological approach to explain to readers how the data was collected.

2. Accurately summarize key results and implications: Clearly state the key findings with implications for healthcare policy and practice.

3. Objectives of the study: Clearly include the purpose of the study or research question at the beginning of the abstract.

There is no need to remove any portion of the research, but the clarity and completeness of the research will have a more scholarly and informative structure if the suggested implications are added.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The information provided in the paper highlights cultural beliefs, structural challenges and access to healthcare among indigenous women in Guatemala. The paper also highlights the central role of the male-dominated society in decision-making, their reliance on traditional remedies and religious beliefs.

This paper requires additional details about the research design, methodology, data analysis and ethical considerations used in the study for a full assessment of scientific accuracy. For a definitive scientific assessment, ensure that the manuscript also presents a balanced discussion of the methodology and proper interpretation of the results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references included in the submitted manuscript are fairly good, except that I feel there is some additional information missing from the reference list.

Suggestions:

- Make sure references include recent research (last 5-10 years) on indigenous women's health, cultural beliefs, and access to healthcare, particularly focused on the Guatemalan region or similar contexts.

- Consider citing regional or local Guatemalan research, if available.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	After reading my paper, I feel that the language and quality of English in this paper is clear, coherent and seems appropriate for scholarly communication. The sentence structure is well structured, and the vocabulary used is precise and appropriate for academic readers.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript focuses on an important and under-explored topic: cultural beliefs and structural barriers that make indigenous women in Guatemala less likely to have access to health care. The article also focuses on understanding health inequities and being culturally sensitive. The study highlights important dimensions such as decision-making in a male-dominated society, the study population’s reliance on traditional medicine practices, and the role of their religious beliefs in health care seeking behaviors.

The study provides important insights with practical implications for policymakers, health care providers, and researchers working on indigenous health beliefs.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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