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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study emphasises significant equity disparities in STEM education and highlights the systemic obstacles encountered by historically marginalised STEM students in higher education, while informing readers of the factors contributing to their drop out and offering a tool to aid their persistence and ultimately success.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title sounds too informal for academic publication – given the robustness of the article.  I would suggest the following:

The tile Exploring Expectations, Efforts & Persistence Through Social Cognitive Theory: A Case of a First-Generation Engineering Student Trajectory


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	No, the abstract must be reworked to properly state the clear research background and probably highlight the gap and the study objectives, methodology, key findings, conclusion and recommendations.  I am pleased that the abstract captured the theory, social cognitive theory. But the author must give a high level of justification and applicability to the theory.  The abstract must add the key words of the study.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the article is scientifically rigorous, but I strongly advise that it include the research objectives, research questions and the rationale of the study (significance).  Such information shall assist readers to establish what the foundation and intention of the study are and what it seeks to address.  Numbering of headings and sub-headings is suggested in line with the publication guide.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The referencing is robust and sufficient in terms of relevancy and richness.  But I would suggest that articles older than 10 years be replaced with newer ones to an extent necessary, unless they capture the originator of the idea/discussion/model/framework. Having a recent article would help the readers to determine that the study has engaged with recent academic work.  This also goes to show that the author has engaged with recent developments, as knowledge is not static.  Lastly, the authors could emphatically and with authority argue that the recommendations are developed from recent work and are pragmatic.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Indeed, the English language is suitable for scholarly commination.  
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a very interesting and necessary article that provides interventions for students to persist and succeed.  The author must just address the comments made to strengthen its academic rigour. The solutions provided by the article can assist students in general – even those outside the STEM field. The writing style of the author is commendable.

SEE ATTACHMENT


	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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