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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a highly relevant and under-researched issue in the Global South—plastic waste management in secondary cities—through an interdisciplinary approach that integrates behavioural science with circular economy principles. The development of the Circular Behaviour-Policy Loop (CBPL) model offers a novel conceptual contribution. Empirical data from Rajshahi, Bangladesh, enriches the current literature with insights from mid-sized cities, often overshadowed by megacities in waste research. The mixed-methods approach adds robustness and applicability to real-world policymaking.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate, informative, and reflects the content of the manuscript. It emphasises both behavioural and circular economy strategies while identifying the geographical focus.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract effectively summarises the key objectives, methods, findings, and policy implications. However, it could be slightly improved by adding specific statistical findings (e.g., participation rates, key determinants, factor analysis) to demonstrate empirical depth.

Suggested addition: Include mention of the two main motivational factors (environmental awareness and convenience/rewards) from the factor analysis.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The manuscript is methodologically sound, based on a rigorous mixed-methods design, including primary survey data, interviews, and secondary data triangulation. The regression, ANOVA, and factor analysis are correctly applied and interpreted. The proposed CBPL model is a relevant theoretical innovation.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and include many recent and relevant studies (2020–2024). Core frameworks from foundational sources (e.g., Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Michie et al., 2011) are correctly cited. The inclusion of regional policy documents adds context.

Suggestion: Consider citing additional international case studies of behavioural-circular integration in waste systems (e.g., Kenya, Indonesia) to increase comparative depth.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. The manuscript is well-written, clear, and coherent. There are minor issues in sentence structure and grammar (e.g., occasional redundancy or awkward phrasing), but these do not impede understanding. A light copyediting would enhance fluency.


	

	Optional/General comments


	This is an impactful and well-structured study. The visual presentation of data (tables, figures) is clear and well-labelled. The CBPL framework is a promising contribution and is applicable beyond Rajshahi. The recommendations are practical, supported by evidence, and tailored to low-resource urban contexts
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No significant ethical concerns are found. The manuscript clearly mentions that ethical protocols were followed, including informed consent and anonymisation of participant data.
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