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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This work done by the authors explores the negative impact of an overabundant earthworm population in paddy fields, a phenomenon locally known as "Ukkirikatti" or "Naangu" in Uthiramerur Block, Kancheepuram District, Tamil Nadu. While earthworms are generally beneficial in agriculture, their population explosion can lead to severe agronomic challenges in specific agro-ecological contexts, particularly in flooded paddy fields, contrasting with their positive role in upland systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, title of the article  is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, abstract of the article is comprehensive.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	1) Authors mentioned in Materials & Methods section – irrigation water samples were tested and collected earthworms were identified. – No detailed methodology have been given . Authors should include it.
2) In result & discussion section – authors have cited references with result of this study. References shoudn’t be added with results, though this portion is under result & discussion still it has not been rightly dicussed with the findings of this study. Authors should correct it.
3) In Fig. 2 there is 2 figs, Authors should add individual fig as A & B

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, references are sufficient and recent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Authors should rewrite this sentence - 

Unlike typical pests, earthworm damage in paddy fields results from environmental changes rather than feeding, leading to significant economic losses for farmers.
	

	Optional/General comments


	
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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