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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a highly relevant public health issue by investigating the impact of unauthorized chemical ripening agents—paracetamol and calcium carbide—on the nutritional quality and heavy metal contamination of plantains. The study presents experimental evidence that supports concerns about the safety of chemically ripened fruits, particularly in developing countries with weak regulatory enforcement. These findings are important for food safety authorities, nutritionists, and public health policymakers.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the current title is clear and informative
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally informative and reflects the main findings of the study. However, the following improvements are recommended: The phrase "equally a treat to food security" should be corrected to "equally a threat to food security". Suggest including numerical data for vitamin reduction in the abstract for better quantitative insight.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the study is scientifically sound. The experimental design is logical, and appropriate analytical techniques (AAS and UV-Vis spectrophotometry) were used. The findings are well-supported by data and statistical analysis. The discussion appropriately interprets the results and references known toxicological mechanisms.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references used are generally appropriate, but some of the cited works are over five years old. It is recommended to include a few recent studies (within the last 3 years) on: Artificial fruit ripening practices and public health impact. Heavy metal contamination in tropical fruits. Food adulteration and regulatory policy
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	English is not my native language; however, the text is written clearly and correctly.
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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