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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study offers valuable insights into improving soil health through the combined use of humic acid and chemical fertilizers. By evaluating different treatment combinations over multiple growing seasons, the research highlights how integrating organic amendments with reduced fertilizer doses can enhance soil nutrient availability, enzyme activity, and microbial populations. These findings contribute to the ongoing efforts to develop sustainable agricultural practices that balance productivity with environmental conservation. Overall, the manuscript provides meaningful data that can guide future research and practical applications in soil fertility management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "effect of inorganic fertilizers and humic acid on soil microbial populations of foxtail millet," is clear and suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and covers the main aspects of the study, including the experimental design, soil characteristics, treatments, key findings on microbial populations, nutrient availability, enzyme activity and the practical implications for fertilizer use and soil health.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct overall.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Overall, the references are relevant and mostly recent, supporting the study’s scientific basis well. To further strengthen the manuscript, the authors could consider including a few more recent review articles or studies focusing on the synergistic effects of humic acid and reduced fertilizer doses in cereal crops or millets. This would provide a broader context.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article is generally understandable and suitable for scholarly communication in its current form. The scientific content is clear; the manuscript contains a well written grammar.
	

	Optional/General comments


	I appreciate the opportunity to review this manuscript, which investigates the effects of humic acid and inorganic fertilizers on soil microbial activity and nutrient dynamics in foxtail millet. The research is timely and relevant, contributing to the advancement of sustainable nutrient management practices. The study is well-designed, with a clear methodology and meaningful findings that can inform both scientific understanding and practical field applications. Overall, the work is highly relevant to the field of sustainable agriculture and offers valuable insights into integrated soil fertility management as an alternative to sole reliance on chemical inputs.
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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