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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study makes a significant contribution to the field of music education and 21st-century skill development by empirically demonstrating how music pedagogy enhances communication and collaboration among primary school learners. The findings provide evidence-based insights for educators and policymakers on integrating music into competency-based curriculam, aligning with global educational trends that emphasize holistic, skill-oriented learning. Additionally, the study bridges theory and practice by applying Vygotsky’s and Bruner’s frameworks to music instruction, offering a replicable model for researchers in similar contexts. Its focus on low-resource settings (e.g., percussion use instead of expensive instruments) makes it particularly relevant for developing countries seeking cost-effective pedagogical strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "Music Pedagogy and Learner Acquisition of Communication and Collaboration Skills," is clear and relevant but could be refined for greater precision and impact focusing on more specificity, stronger connection to findings, and its geographical context.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The current abstract is well-structured and covers key aspects of the study, but it could be strengthened by:

1. Clarifying the gap in research (Why is this study needed?).

2. Highlighting methodological rigor (e.g., mixed-methods approach).

3. Emphasizing practical implications (How will findings impact teaching policy?).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound in design and analysis but requires minor revisions to address namely;
1. Generalizability (sampling limitations).
2. Measurement precision (skill assessment).
3. Digital competency integration.
4. Ethical compliance documentation.
5. With these adjustments, the study would fully meet peer-review standards for publication.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript cites relevant foundational works (e.g., Vygotsky, Bruner) and context-specific studies (e.g., KICD, Wambugu 2022), but could benefit from:

1. More recent (post-2020) peer-reviewed studies on music pedagogy and 21st-century skills.

2. Global perspectives to strengthen theoretical framing.

3. Additional empirical evidence on music’s role in collaborative learning.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is suitable for scholarly publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This study makes a valuable contribution to understanding how music pedagogy enhances 21st-century skills in competency-based education, particularly through its rigorous mixed-methods approach and practical focus on Kenyan primary schools. With minor refinements to theoretical framing, cultural context, and presentation clarity, it has strong potential for publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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