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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript demonstrates a sustainable approach to valorizing abundant agricultural waste (corncobs) in Cameroon for environmental remediation applications.

The manuscript presents a study on the activation of corncobs using phosphoric acid and their subsequent application as an adsorbent for the simultaneous removal of crystal violet (CV) and Zn(II) ions from aqueous solutions. 

The authors have employed central composite design methodology to optimize both the activation process and the adsorption conditions. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is somewhat suitable as it identifies the key components of the study (adsorbent material and target pollutants)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	While the abstract includes the basic elements (purpose, methodology, and key results), it lacks important details

· The abstract should clearly state the specific optimization parameters used in both experimental designs (acid concentration range, contact time range, pH range, adsorbent dosage range, and molar ratio range). 

· The adsorption capacity values reported (0.020 μmol/g for CV and 0.055 μmol/g for Zn(II)) should be converted to mg/g for better comparison with literature values and clearer understanding of practical significance.

· The abstract should include the optimum conditions identified for phosphoric acid activation (2.12 mol/L acid concentration and 5.8 hours contact time).
· And, should be less than 250 words
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	There are some concerns regarding the sufficiency and recency of the reference

Suggested additional references:

· Dauda, M., Ajani, A., Afolabi, T.J., & Alade, A. (2023). "Investigation of Adsorptive Removal of Methylene Blue from Synthetic Wastewater Using Polymeric Composite." Journal of the Turkish Chemical Society Section A: Chemistry, 10(4), 961-974. https://doi.org/10.18596/jotcsa.1148910. This would provide relevant insights about the cellulose from plant stem materials and their adsorption properties.

· Pan, B., Zhang, W., Lv, L., Zhang, Q., & Zheng, S. (2009). "Development of polymeric and polymer-based hybrid adsorbents for pollutants removal from waters." Chemical Engineering Journal, 151(1-3), 19-29. Though older, this paper offers foundational understanding of polymer-based adsorbents that remains relevant to the current work.

· Dada, E.O., Ojo, I.A., Alade, A.O., Afolabi, T.J., Jimoh, M.O., & Dauda, M.O. "Biosorption of bromo-based dyes from wastewater using low-cost adsorbents: A review." This review would provide valuable context on the broader field of dye adsorption using similar biomass-derived materials.

· Additional recent studies specifically on phosphoric acid activation of agricultural wastes for heavy metal removal would also strengthen the comparative analysis.

Including these references would significantly improve the manuscript's connection to current research trends and provide better context for evaluating the significance of the reported findings.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
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